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Wickramanayake (Sri Lanka) for their dedicated efforts to make my tenure a great 
success. I also appreciate the services of my predecessors particularly 
Mr. Annisul Huq, the Immediate Past President (Bangladesh) and Mr. Tariq 
Sayeed, the former President SAARC CCI ( Pakistan ) and Mr. Padma Jyoti, 
former President, SAARC CCI (Nepal) for their devoted attachment to the 
organization particularly bringing sizeable delegations in all the events during my 
tenure. I am also indebted to the management of all National Chambers in 
South Asian countries particu-larly the Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce & Industry (FICCI) for its continued and committed support.  It was 
because of the effective support of my colleagues, which helped me in 
keeping up the momentum and make humble endeavours to further 
promote the cause of the organization.    

Being an avid representative of the private sector, I believe that a vibrant 
private sector is an indispensable factor for triggering economic dynamism, 
enhancing productivity, transferring and diffusing new industrial technologies, 
maintaining competitiveness, and contributing to entrepreneurial development 
and an ultimate solution to combat poverty. The role of business and industry 
assumes critical im-portance in the economic prosperity of countries as it lays the 
basis for a viable re-gional bloc in South Asia as well as an integrated world 
altogether. As the SAARC member countries continue their drive for economic 
growth, the key factor which will enable them to achieve high rates of growth 
and sustained high economic performance, will be a strong private sector that 
shares the development objec-tives and aspirations of the government in its 
journey of economic development irrespective of the political differences.

During my two year tenure, I particularly focused on effective involvement of youth 
and women entrepreneurs in addition to socio-cultural exchanges and Media, 
which I believe were quite helpful for image building of SAARC CCI. The over-
whelming success of the 5th SAARC Business Leaders Conclave held in New 
Delhi, India can be regarded as the milestone achievement of SAARC CCI where-
in Commerce Ministers from all South Asian countries, Secretaries and Ambas-
sadors witnessed and graced the biggest congratulation of the Private Sector. 
The presence of all eight Commerce Ministers in SBLC, the first time in history of 
SAARC CCI has created hype and given  great exposure to the organization, for 
which I feel greatly satisfied.

Lastly, I am happy to state that as a result of our continued efforts, the SAARC 
leaders have endorsed our one proposal i.e. allowing spouses and children under 
18 years to avail SAARC Visa Exemption stickers for all EC members of SAARC 
CCI.  I do believe our pending request for increase in SAARC Visa Exemption 
Stickers from 200 to 500 will soon be considered. I request the upcoming manage-
ment under leadership of the new President Mr. Ismail Asif to carry the flagship of 
SAARC CCI with more dynamism and enthusiasm.

Wishing the new management of SAARC CCI all the best in its future endeavours!

Looking back to January 2012, when I assumed 
the office of the President of SAARC Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry (SAARC CCI) incul-
cates me a feeling that how rapidly time has 
passed. During 2012-2013, although the world 
economy witnessed dramatic changes and ro-
bust recovery after global financial crisis, still 
many countries could not achieve economic 
growth targets. However, it is encouraging that 
South Asian countries were successful in main-
lining growth rate of around 5.5% well over the 
global economic growth of nearly 5%.

To serve the SAARC Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry (SAARC CCI) as a representative of 
South Asian Business Community is always a 
matter of great honour and pride for any busi-
nessman in South Asia. I also felt honoured 
and privileged to head this Regional Apex Body 
on various regional and international forums.

While presenting term report, I, whole heart-
edly appreciate my team of Vice Presidents Mr. 
Jashim Uddin Ahmed (Bangladesh), Mr. Thinly 
Palden Dorji (Bhutan), Mr. Mahendra Parmar 
(India), Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha (Nepal), 
Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik (Pakistan) and Mr. Kosala 

Vikramjit Singh Sahney
President, SAARC CCI

Presidential Review

Zulfiqar
Inserted Text



Term Report 2012-2013

SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry  - www.saarcchamber.org

7

Particular attention was given on publication of post-event reports. In addition to 
bringing out 23 editions of SAARC Biz, 14 publications including post event reports 
and one Research Study “ Financial Cooperation in South Asia” and market intel-
ligence report “Investment in India”  were published  during the term under review 
as compared with 12 reports published in the previous term. 

The term under review, witnessed a lot of improvement in relationship between 
SAARC Secretariat and SAARC CCI Secretariat. As a result of extensive corre-
spondence and follow up on important matter, SAARC Secretariat invited SAARC 
CCI to make presentations on four important meetings/ group of experts, as com-
pared with only two such invitations in the previous term. SAARC CCI was also 
provided an opportunity to interact and meet with Finance Ministers from all South 
Asian countries in May 2013 at New Delhi on the occasion of SAARC Finance 
Ministerial Moot, organised by ADB, wherein SAARC CCI presentation was appre-
ciated by Ministers. This interaction was facilitated by SAARC secretariat, which 
speaks of improved liaison of SAARC CCI with its parent body.      

Because of close working relationship, initiatives and input provided, H.E. Ahmed 
Saleem, Secretary General of SAARC  issued a letter of appreciation to SAARC 
CCI, the first ever in the history of SAARC CCI. H.E. himself participated in five 
events of SAARC CCI.  

Apart of that the issue of SAARC Visa sticker was strongly taken up with relevant 
authorities, inculding request letters to all Secretaries of Interior Ministers, submis-
sion of position paper to SAARC Secretariat and discussed the issue during  call 
to Hon’ble Prime Minister of India by Commerce Ministers from South Asian coun-
tries on occasion of 5th SBLC, requesting to support our proposal for increasing 
SAARC stickers to 500 for each country on one-year basis. 

As the result of extensive follow up, the request for increase in stickers is under 
review and hopefully will be executed in next meeting of Foreign Ministers before 
the upcoming SAARC Summit. 

It is however, encouraging that under the revised “Guidelines and Procedures and 
Rights and Obligations of SAARC Apex Bodies” issued by SAARC Secretariat 
dated March 17, 2014, the spouses and children under 18 of the Exective Commit-
tee member of SAARC CCI shall be entitled for SAARC Visa Exemption Sticker. 
This was also one of the major demands of the SAARC CCI.  

The under reviewed tenure (2012-2013) witnessed fair growth in terms of mem-
bership. A new organisation, Confederation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry (CII) has been inducted in the SAARC Chamber’s mechanism. During the 
term, 54 Life members were registered including 39 from Pakistan and 15 from 
India as compared with 98 members during the previous term. In addition to that, 
two applications (one each from Afghanistan and Nepal) are under process.  

 An encouraging growth in overall finances has been witnessed in all heads during 
the term.

In January 2012, capital income (Trust Corpse) was accounted for Pak Rs. 156.23 
million, which increased to Pak Rs. 179.21 million. This shows a growth of 15.62%. 
The referred capital revenue includes Pak. Rs. 157 million, which has been placed 
under Term Deposit Account.   

In term of revenue and expenditures, the year 2012 witnessed, a profit of Rs. 
13.49 million ( Rev=27.60 million, Exp= 14.11 million) while in year the expenditure 
were estimated at 13.66 million against revenue income Pak. Rs. 22.58, showing 
surplus of Pak Rs. 8.91 million.   

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(SAARC CCI) remained active during the term 
2012-13 and till March 2014, under the chair of 
Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney.

During the term under review, SAARC CCI 
organized over all 26 activities including 20 
seminars/conferences/ meetings and 6 Execu-
tive Committee Meetings in various member 
countries, as compared with 29 actives organ-
ized in the previous term i.e. 2010-2011. The 
Executive Committee Meetings were organized 
in similar number to the previous term. The ma-
jor areas under focus were regional integration, 
Trade facilitation, socio-cultural exchanges, 
Women entrepreneurs and Youth develop-
ment. The 5th SAARC Business Leaders Con-
clave (5th SBLC) was the landmark achieve-
ment of SAARC CCI wherein eight Commerce 
Ministers from all South Asian Countries graced 
the occasion with their presence and greatly 
helped in image-building of the organisation. 

In addition to the activities organised under 
MoC with FNSt, the President SAARC CCI rep-
resented the organization at various regional 
and International Fora and had the privilege to 
interact and meet the Prime Ministers & Presi-
dent of Bhutan, India, Nepal and Pakistan and  
Finance Ministers of all South Asian Coun-
tries . His participation in various events has 
helped in institutional linkages and promotion 
of SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
in more profound manner. As members of Pak-
India Joint Councils (which is represented by 
8 members of SAARC CCI including President 
and VP Pakistan) SAARC CCI played an im-
portant role in promoting relationship between 
India and Pakistan. 

In addition to continuing its partnership with 
China-South Asia Business Forum (Kunming) 
and Sichuan-South Asia Business Forum (Si-
chuan), SAARC CCI sought partnership with 
WIPO, resultantly it  was invited by World In-
tellectual Property Organsation (WIPO) to Ge-
neva at Study tour, comprising officials of the 
secretariats of all National Chambers.  Similarly 
on issue of Bio-energy and carbon Standards, 
SAARC CCI participated in programs organ-
ised by Swedish International Standards (SIS) 
organisation and SIDA. SAARC CCI was well 
represented in 5th South Asian Economic 
Summit and signed MoU with CACCI to further 
expand scope of cooperation with other coun-
tries as well.   

Executive Summary





Overview
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Mr. Annisul Huq from Bangladesh have so far 
been the President of the SAARC Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.

The Presidency of SAARC CCI rotates 
amongst the member countries for a two-
year term and after completing its circle, 
the Presidency has been once again 
handed over to India. Mr. Vikramjith Singh 
Sahney, is the incumbent President who 
has assumed the office since January 24, 
2012.

Organs:

The SAARC Chamber shall comprise the 
following organs: 

a. The General Assembly (also to be 
known as GA)

b. The Executive Committee (also to be 
known as EC)

c. The General Secretariat

Membership:

The membership of SAARC CCI is as fol-
lows:

• Constitute Bodies- all Federations/
National CCI

• Executive Committee Members
• Life Members- Individuals
• Associate members- leading cham-

bers / Association other than National 
CCI

• Annual Members
 1- Corporate members

             2- Individuals

Objectives:

The objectives of the “SAARC Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry” are:

• To encourage Trade, Service, Indus-
try, Small & Medium Enterprise, Agri-
culture, Intra-Regional through creat-
ing strong business linkages amongst 
the entrepreneurs of the region of 
South Asia

• To make recommendations to safe-
guard the economic and business 
interests of the SAARC

• To serve as a consultative body of the 
Private Sector of the region to provide 
input/ feed back on regional econom-
ic issues

• To encourage Member Countries to 
accord preferential terms of trade to 

SAARC CCI Brief Introduction: 

Established in 1985, SAARC had hitherto avoided including core economic is-
sues in its programme, but in the wake of the desire for a SAARC Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, the SAARC Secretariat commissioned a study on Trade, 
Manufactures and Services in 1988. The study was completed in 1991 and strong-
ly supported to establish a SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry to bring 
about improvement in the business environment disseminate information about 
potential tradable goods and identify joint ventures in the SAARC region.

Pursuant to the directive of the SAARC Secretariat, SAARC Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry, assisted by the National Federations, submitted its draft consti-
tution to the SAARC Secretariat and received its approval in December 1992. This 
signified the official recognition of the SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(SAARC CCI) by all the national governments of SAARC as the apex body of all 
the National Federations of Chambers of Commerce and Industry of SAARC as 
follows:

• Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce & Industry( ACCI)
• Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FBCCI)
• Bhutan Chamber of Commerce & Industry (BCCI)
• Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI)
• Maldives National Chamber of Commerce & Industry (MNCCI)
• Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FNCCI)
• Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FPCCI)
• Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry of Sri Lanka (FC-

CISL)
Presently all National Chambers/ Federations of the respective member countries 
serve as focal points to facilitate the SAARC CCI Secretariat in Islamabad.

Recognition as an apex body of SAARC CCI:

In recognition of the SAARC CCI’s efforts and achievements, the SAARC secre-
tariat, in April 2000, extended its recognition of the SAARC Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry as the apex chamber of the region for another period of 15 years, 
instead of a procedure to review this recognition after a period of every 2 years.

The President of the SAARC CCI is now a permanent invitee to the Committee 
on Economic Cooperation (CEC) of SAARC to give a presentation of the private 
sector’s view points to the commerce secretaries of the seven nations of SAARC. 

Headquarters of SAARC CCI:

The constitution of SAARC CCI designates Pakistan as the Permanent Secre-
tariat of SAARC with a Secretary General to be the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Secretariat. Soon after the formation of SAARC CCI Headquarters was set up in 
the premises of FPCCI in Karachi and later on in December 1997 was shifted to 
Islamabad.

Management & Operations:

In October 1993, Mr. S.M Inam from Pakistan was elected as the President of 
the SAARC CCI. In Feb 1994, SAARC CCI was formally inaugurated in Dhaka by 
the then Prime Minister of Bangladesh. Since its establishment, the Presidency 
of SAARC CCI has been enjoyed by all seven founder members. Mr. Salman 
F Rahman of Bangladesh, Mr. Kantikumar R Podar of India, Mr. Qasim Ibra-
him of Maldives, Mr. Padma Jyoti of Nepal, Mr. Macky Hashim from Sri Lanka, 
Dasho Ugen Tshechup Dorji from Bhutan and Mr. Tariq Sayeed from Pakistan,                             
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Services:

SAARC CCI offers following services:
• Liaison with parent body to exchange 

views on the areas of activities
• Dissemination of data/information 

amongst members on socio-econom-
ic issues

• To create awareness amongst the 
stakeholders about economic issues 
in the region

• To voice concerns of the Private Sec-
tor of the region at relevant platforms

• To provide input /feedback of the Pri-
vate Sector on economic and trade 
related issues to SAARC Secretariat 
for policy formulation etc.

each other and finally strive towards the gradual realization of the SAARC 
Economic and Monetary Union.

• To promote the exchange of commercial, technical, industrial manage-
ment and scientific information, education and know-how amongst its 
members

• To collate, collect and disseminate statistical data and joint research and 
development among the SAARC Member Countries.

Focused Areas:

The thrust areas for the SAARC CCI can be divided in to five major areas:
• Awareness building on key economic issues i.e. trade facilitation, NTBs, 

TBTs, Harmonization of Customs Procedures, intra-regional investment 
and such others pertaining to promote economic cooperation at the re-
gional level

• Develop global linkages as a part of its outreach strategy
• Provide services to its members and representatives of the private sector
• Work closely with governments, NGOs, CSOs to raise the concern on 

socio-economic issues
• Develop an institutional framework for supporting economic cooperation





SAARC CCI Activities 
2012-2013 
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retary General, SAARC CCI and Mr. Zubair 
Ahmed Malik, Member Technical Committee 
of SAARC CCI on SAFTA. 

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try demands Liberal SAARC Visa Policy for 
Businessmen, substantial reduction in Sensi-
tive list, removal of Para-tariff and Non-Tariff 
Measures(NTMs) and exhibition of greater 
political for swift execution of trade facilitation 
mechanism to ensure accelerated growth in 
intra-SAARC Trade 

SAARC CCI Succession Ceremony (term 2012-
2013), 23rd January, 2012 – New Delhi, India

The succession ceremony of the SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(SAARC CCI) took place on January 23, 2012 at New Delhi, India. This prestig-
ious occasion was coined with SAARC Business Summit inaugurated by Hon’ble 
Anand Sharma, Minister for Commerce, Industry and Textiles of the Government 
of India who pinned the emblem of SAARC CCI to Shri Vikramjit Singh Sahney, 
Corporate President of Sun Group, New Delhi on the occasion of taking over as 
the Presidency of SAARC CCI for the term 2012-13. Mr. Annisul Huq, the outgoing 
President of SAARC CCI from Bangladesh handed over the flag of SAARC CCI to 
Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney as a symbolic of official relinquishment of his services 
he rendered during his term 2010-2011.

Mr. Annisul Huq, the outgoing President of SAARC CCI thanked the cooperation 
of the Pakistan business leader Mr. Tariq Sayeed, Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik and his 
team of Vice Presidents i.e. Mr. Thinley Palden Dorji from Bhutan, Mr. Pradeep 
Kumar Shrestha from Nepal, Mr. Kosala Wickramanayake from Sri Lanka and Mr. 
Vikramjith Singh Sahney as Senior Vice President of SAARC CCI during his tenure 

Mr. Annisul Huq, Outgoing President, SAARC CCI is handing over the flag of 
SAARC CCI to Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, the newly elected President of SAARC 
CCI in presence of Hon’ ble Anand Sharma, Commerce Minister of India and Mr. 
R V Kanoria, President, FICCI.

(L-R) Mr. Tariq Sayeed, Former President, Mr. 
Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, and Mr. Iqbal 
Tabish, Secretary General, SAARC CCI dur-
ing the meeting. 

2010-2011. Mr. R.V Kanoria - President FICCI, Mr. Ranjan Mathai-Foreign Secre-
tary Government of India also addressed at the occasion. Over 500 businessmen, 
Government officials, celebrated personalities including over 60 member business 
delegation from Pakistan attended this prestigious ceremony. The Business sum-
mit was also addressed by Dr. Shashi Throor, Indian Parliamentarian from Lok 
Saba, Ms. Shabana Azmi, Ms. Poonam Dhillon, Ms. Sadichha Shrestha, Miss. 
Nepal, Mr. Vikram Doraswami, JS, Ministry of External Affairs (GoI) and Begum 
Salma Ahmed from Pakistan also addressed the session on Human Resourc-
es Development in South Asia, which was chaired by newly elected President 
SAARC CCI.

7th Meeting of Group of Experts on SAFTA

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SAARC CCI made a brief presentation be-
fore SAFTA Group of Experts. Mr. Sahney was assisted Mr. Tariq Sayeed former 
President, Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President (Pakistan), Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Sec-

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SAARC 
CCI while making presentation in the 7th Com-
mittee of Experts on SAFTA held on 15th Feb-
ruary 2012 in Islamabad demanded for revis-
ing SAARC Visa Exemption Stickers Scheme 
(SVES) for the businessmen, which entitled 
them to acquire SAARC Sticker for one year 
instead of one month or three months under 
the new Policy, which was regarded as detri-
mental to business promotion in South Asia. 
The SAARC CCI maintained its demands for 
increase in Stickers to 500 for businessmen of 
each member state in South Asia. 

President SAARC CCI identified 10 basic rea-
sons, hindering the performance of intra-re-
gional Trade in South Asia stating that lack of 
political will and absence of compatible trade 
facilitation mechanism, sizeable sensitive list, 
Para-Tariff Barriers (PTBs) and Non-Tariff 
Barriers (NTBs) and improper infrastructure 
were the core issues, which need to be dealt 
on preferential basis. He proposed several 
measures like substantial reduction of items 
under sensitive list, removal of NTBs, imperi-
ously implementation of Multimodal Transport 
Agreement and representation of Private sec-
tor in policy making level to improve the intra-
regional trade in South Asia. He sought rep-
resentation of SAARC CCI at Ministerial and 
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Further to that Mr. Sahney sought assurance 
of the Secretary General for more involvement 
of the Private Sector representatives in the im-
portant Government level meetings.

Regional Conference on 
Climate Change and En-
ergy Cooperation in South 
Asia 

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry (SAARC CCI) in collaboration with the 
Bhutan Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(BCCI) and in partnership with Friedrich Nau-

Head of states level.  Mr. Tariq Sayeed, Founder and former President of SAARC 
CCI, Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President, SAARC CCI (Pak) Muhammad Iqbal 
Tabish, Secretary General, Mr. Zubair Ahmed Malik, former EC Member SAARC 
CCI were also present during the meeting.

President, SAARC CCI meets Secretary Com-
merce, Bangladesh

Mr. Md. Ghulam Hussain, Commerce Secretary of Bangladesh led a business 
delegation to India and visited Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry (FICCI) for a meeting on 27th March, 2012. The meeting was held under 
the chair of Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President SAARC CCI. The objective of the 
meeting was to look for opportunities and to remove stumbling blocks to boost 
the bilateral trade and investment between the two neighbouring countries. Dur-
ing the meeting, Mr. Vikramjit S.Sahney, President, SAARC CCI highlighted the 
areas of priority concerns and their implementation so far which includes elimina-
tion of non-tariff barriers; free flow of cotton for production and amendment in visa 
regime to reduce the trade gap and trade imbalance between the two countries. 

President SAARC CCI Calls on H.E. Secretary 
General, SAARC

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President of SAARC Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (SAARC CCI) paid a courtesy call to H. E. Ahmed Saleem, Secretary 
General of SAARC on 30th March, 2012 at the SAARC Secretariat in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. Mr. Sahney was accompanied by Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice Presi-
dent of SAARC CCI (Nepal), Mr. S. S. Banga from India, Dr. Hemant Dabadi, Di-
rector General of FNCCI, Mr. Ratish Basnyat, SAARC Desk Incharge, Nepal and 
Ms. Prabina Pandey, Officer of FNCCI. Mr. Amrit Lagoon, Director of SAARC was 

Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice President 
(Nepal), Mr. Ifthikhar Ali Malik, Vice President 
(Pakistan), Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, Presi-
dent of SAAR CCI jointly presenting SAARC 
CCI official crest to Hon’ble Patali Champika 
Ranawaka, Minister of Power and Energy, 
Govt of Sri Lanka.

(L-R) Mr. Ratish Basnyat, SAARC Desk Incharge (Nepal), Mr. S. S. Banga, GA 
Member from India, Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President SAARC CCI, H. E. Ahmed 
Saleem, Secretary General of SAARC, Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice Presi-
dent of SAARC CCI (Nepal), Mr. Amrit Lagoon, Director of SAARC, Dr. Hemant 
Dabadi, Director General of FNCCI.

also present in the meeting. Mr. Sahney briefed the Secretary General, SAARC 
about activities and functioning of SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
including its structure, formation and activation of various councils, consultative 
meetings/programs, conferences and the mega events like SAARC Business 
Leaders Conclave and LEAD 2012. He requested the Secretary General to help 
reactivate Maldives Chamber of Commerce and Industry in SAARC CCI affairs. 

mann Foundation, Fur Die Freiheit, organized 
a Conference on “Climate Change and Energy 
Cooperation in South Asia” on April 22, 2012 in 
Paro, Bhutan. 

The Conference was organized under the 
theme” Climate Change and Energy Coopera-
tion in South Asia”, as a response of the Pri-
vate Sector to these challenging issues and to 
involve them towards addressing these issues 
under a regional mechanism. 

Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bhutan, H.E. Ly-
onchen Jigmi Y Thinley inaugurated the con-
ference. Hon’ble Patali Champika Ranawaka, 
Minister for Power and Energy, Govt of Sri 
Lanka attended the Conference as guest of 
honour. Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, Presi-
dent, SAARCI, H.E. Lyonpo Khandu Wang-
chuck, Hon’ble Minister, Ministry for Economic 
Affairs, Royal Govt. of Bhutan, Dasho Topgayl 
Dorji, President BCCI, Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secre-
tary General SAARC CCI, Mr. Subodh Kumar, 
Executive Programs FNF also shared their 
opinion at the inaugural session, which was at-
tended by more than 200 delegates including 
50 from other countries of SAARC. 
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Olaf Kallerhoff Resident Representative FNF, 
Pakistan. The session was  addressed by Mr. 
Arshad H. Abbasi, Advisor on Water and Cli-
mate Change SDPI, Mr. Ravan Ekanayake, 
IPDS, Sri Lanka while Mr. Kanwer Javed Iqbal, 
Research Fellow, SDPI shared the finding of 
SAARC CCI Conference on Energy and Cli-
mate Change held in Bhutan on April 22-23, 
2012, which was inaugurated by Prime Min-
ister of Bhutan in Paro. The speakers were of 
the opinion that the developed countries of the 
World are responsible for making the World 
polluted and should extend technical support 
to address the challenges posed by Climate 
Change. The Governments of South Asia 
need to revisit their policies to make South 
Asia an energy efficient region through shared 
vision and common stance on issues pertain-
ing to energy and climate change.

SAARC CCI Delegation 
Calls on to Hon’ble Basil 
Rajapaksa, Minister of Eco-
nomic Development, Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka

The SAARC CCI delegation comprising of 
Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, Mr. 
Mahendra Parmir , VP (India), Mr. Iftikhar Ali 
Malik, VP (Pakistan), Mr. Kosala Wikrama-
nayake, VP (Sri Lanka), Mr. Muhammad Iqbal 
Tabish, SG of SAARC CCI, Mr. Kumar Mal-
limaratchi, President, FCCISL, Mr. Satinder S. 
Banga, EC Member (India) of SAARC CCI, Mr. 
Kulwant Singh, Mr. H.S Chadha, Ms. Ambika 
Sharma, Deputy Secretary General-FICCI, 
Mr. Goutam Gosh, Additional Director, FICCI 
and others respected members of SAARC CCI 
calls on Hon’ble Basil Rajapaksa Minister of 
Economic Development, Govt of Sri Lanka. 

The inaugural session was followed by two technical sessions each one on Cli-
mate Change and Energy. The session on Climate Change was chaired by H.E Ly-
onpo Dr. Pema Jamtsho, Hon’ble Minister, Ministry of Agriculture & Forest, Royal 
Govt. of Bhutan while H.E. Lyonpo Khandu Wangchuck, and Minister for Eco-
nomic Affairs Bhutan chaired session on Energy.  The sessions were addressed 
by prominent academicians, experts from Bhutan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pa-
kistan and Sri Lanka including Vice Presidents of SAARC CCI Mr. Thinly Palden 
Dorji (Bhutan).

SAARC CCI Conference on Energy, Climate 
Change and Water Management, Islamabad, 
Pakistan  

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SAARC CCI) in collaboration with 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in partnership with Freidrich Nau-
mann Foundation, Fur Die Freiheit, Regional office, New Delhi organized a Confer-
ence on Energy, Climate Change and Water Management in South Asia on 30th 
April 2012 in Islamabad.

The Conference was inaugurated by Dr, Zafar Iqbal Qadir, Chairman, National 
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), Government of Pakistan. Sena-
tor Dr. Mohammad Azam Khan Swati, former Federal Minister for Science and                   

Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President, SAARC CCI presenting SAARC CCI official 
crest to Dr, Zafar Iqbal Qadir, Chairman, National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA), Government of Pakistan in presence of (L-R) Mr. Zubair Ahmed Malik, 
Former Vice President, FPCCI, Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, 
Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General,  SAARC CCI, Dr. Mohammad Azam Khan 
Swati, former Federal Minister for Science and Technology, Mr. Haroon Rasheed, 
Vice President, FPCCI, Mr. Hilal A. Raza, Director SAARC  Energy Centre (Paki-
stan). 

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC 
CCI during the meeting with Hon’ble  Basil Ra-
japaksa,  Minister of Economic Development, 
Govt of Sri Lanka.

Technology addressed the Conference as Guest of honour along with other speak-
ers including Mr. Hilal A. Raza, Director SAARC Energy Centre (Pakistan), Dr. 
Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI. Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President, 
SAARC CCI (Pakistan) offered welcome address while Muhammad Iqbal Tabish, 
Secretary General, SAARC CCI moderated the session ended with concluding re-
marks by Mr. Zubair Ahmed Malik Fmr.Vice President FPCCI summed up the ses-
sion with his concluding remarks.

The inaugural session was followed by a technical session which was chaired by Mr. 
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General, SAARC CCI moderated the seminar.

The Inaugural session of the seminar was fol-
lowed by the two technical sessions i.e. Pro-
cedural Barriers and Solutions and Addressing 
Infrastructure & Logistic issues. which were 
addressed by academicians and experts like 
Dr. Prabir De, Felllow-RIS, India, Ms. Ashani, 
Research Officer, IPS (Sri Lanka), Govern-
ment officials of Sri Lanka, Begum Salma 
Ahmed, Vice Chairperson SCWEC (Pakistan) 
& VP-FPCCI, Ms. Rita O’ Sullivan, Country 
Director, ADB, experts and professional from 
South Asian region.

The experts identified procedural barriers as 
serious bottlenecks hindering the smooth 
flow of trade in the South Asian region. Vari-
ous flaws in commercial, transport, regulatory 
and financial systems, were pointed out, which 
have led to the involvement of more proce-
dures compared to other regional trade blocs 
in the globe, and in turn had an adverse impact 
on trade facilitation mechanisms in the region.

The seminar was successful in term of facili-
tating dialogue between relevant stakehold-
ers from both the public and private sectors. 
It sought solutions as to how procedural flaws 
could be contained and documentation re-
quirements could be reduced through simplifi-
cation of procedures to foster trade processes 
in the region. 

SAARC CCI Dinner meet-
ing in honor of Pakistan’s 
Parliamentarians

Shri Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, 
SAARC CCI & World Punjabi Organization 
hosted a dinner meeting in honour of Paki-
stan’s Parliamentarians delegation led by 
Senator Jahangir Bader, leader of the house, 
Senate of Pakistan on August 22nd, 2012 in 
New Delhi, India. Pakistani Parliamentarians 
were on a three-day visit to India to interact 
and meet their counterparts in India and had 
detailed deliberations on socio-political and 
economic issues.

A large number of business persons, repre-
sentatives of SAARC CCI and members of 
World Punjabi Organization, Parliamentarians 
from Pakistan and India graced the gathering 
including Senator Muhammad Jehangir Bad-
er, Senator Haji Muhammad Adeel, Mr. Na-

During the meeting Hon’`ble Minister said that Economic Integration was the best 
way to achieve and sustain economic prosperity among the South Asian nations. 
Enlarging the opportunities for trade and investment among the SAARC countries 
could be an effective instrument to stimulate economic growth in the region.

The delegation discussed with the minister about the possibility of investing in Sri 
Lanka in areas such as port and shipping, low cost housing, Oil and gas, automo-
bile, agriculture, poultry etc. They also stressed on the requirement to have joint - 
tourism development programmes and said that joint programmes by the member 
countries for the tourist from other countries are rare.

Seminar on Trade Facilitation in South Asia: 
Addressing barriers to foster Trade Chain

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry in Collaboration with the Federa-
tion of Chambers of Commerce and Industry of Sri Lanka and in partnership with 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation (FNF): Fur Die Freiheit, organized Seminar on 
Trade Facilitation under the theme “Addressing Barriers to Foster Trade Chain” 
on 13th July, 2012 in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The seminar was aimed at creating     

(L-R) Mr. Kosala Wikramnayake, Vice President, SAARC CCI (Sri Lanka), Hon’ble 
SJB Rana, Former Finance Minister, Govt of Nepal, Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, Presi-
dent, SAARC CCI, H.E Professor G.L. Peiris, Minister for External Affairs, Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka, Mr. Kumar Mallimaratchi, President FCCISL, Mr. Subodh 
Kumar, Executive Programes, FNF, Mr. Tariq Sayeed, & Mr. Annisul Huq Former 
Presidents of SAARC.

awareness amongst the Private Sector and to invite deliberations from Academia 
and the Government officials on the issues pertaining to trade facilitation.

H.E Professor G.L. Peiris, Minister for External Affairs, Government of Sri Lanka as 
the Chief Guest of the Seminar and Inaugurated the conference. The seminar was 
also addressed by Professor Madhukar Rana, former Finance Minister of Nepal, 
South Asian Business Leaders including Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, 
SAARC CCI, Mr. Kumar Mallimaratchi, President Federation of Chambers of Com-
merce of Sri Lanka, Vice Presidents of SAARC CCI Mr. Mahendra Parmar (India), 
Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik (Pakistan), Mr. Kosala Wikramanayake(Sri Lanka) and Mr. 
Subodh Kumar, Senior Program Executive, FNF in presence of Mr. Jayarathan 
Herath, Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry, Sri Lanka, Mr. Annisul Huq, Im-
mediate Past President (Bangladesh) and Mr. Tariq Sayeed, founder Member and 
former President of SAARC CCI (Pakistan). Muhammad Iqbal Tabish, Secretary 
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tant Director - International Affairs, FICCI, Ms. 
Mehreen A. Razzak, Senior Executive Officer, 
Ms. Sehrish Jamil, Executive Officer-FPCCI.

Energy Cooperation in 
South Asia: Commitments 
& New dimensions

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try organized a one day seminar on Energy 
Cooperation in South Asia: Commitments & 
New dimensions on November 24, 2012, 
in Federation House, New Delhi, India. The 
event was organized in collaboration with 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
& Industry and in partnership with Freidrich 
Naumann Foundation. The event was organ-
ized with objective for providing gap-analysis 

deem Afzal Gondal, Mian Abdus Sattr, Syed Tayyab Hussain, Engineer Khuram 
Dastgir Khan, Ms. Anusha Rehman Khan, Ms. Shireen Arshad Khan, Mr. Iftikhar 
Ullah Babr and Mr. Ahmed Bilal Mehboob, Secretary General of PILDAT. Indian 
side included celebrated personalities like, Mr. S.S. Dhinsa, Mr. M.S. Gill. Besides 
Mr Tarlochan Singh, Mr Arvind Mehta-JS, MOC, GOI; Mr. Kuldeep Nayar & a large 

community from industry also participated.

Institutional Capacity Building Workshop

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry organized “Institutional Capacity 
Building Workshop” on 1st-2nd Nov, 2012, Sri Lanka in partnership with Friedrich-
Naumann-Stiftung für die Freiheit, Regional Directorate New Delhi. The Institu-
tional Capacity building Workshop is a regular annual feature of the activities of the 
SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry, which aims at creating network & en-
hance the cooperation between National Chambers of Commerce & Industry from 
South Asian countries and the Secretariat of the SAARC Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry permanently located in Islamabad. The workshop was jointly conduct-
ed by Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General SAARC CCI and Mr. Subodh Kumar, 

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC 
CCI presenting SAARC CCI recent publication 
to Mr Gireesh B Pradhan, Secretary, Ministry 
of New and Renewable Energy, Government 
of India, during its launching ceremony. 

in respect of harnessing untapped renewable 
energy potential, presenting SWOT analysis 
of existing conventional energy resources and 
suggesting ways and means for barrier free 
flow of secured energy trade and investments, 
thereby ensuring greater regional cooperation.

Mr. Gireesh B Pradhan, Secretary, Ministry of 
New and Renewable Energy, Government of 
India was the Chief Guest of the seminar and 
inaugurated the conference. During the inau-
gural speech by Mr. Gireesh B. Pradhan Sec-
retary, Ministry of new and alternative energy, 
India emphasized for energy cooperation at 
bilateral and multilateral levels stressing that 
a shift towards alternative energy was drasti-
cally required to mitigate the global warming. 
Alternative energy in India contributes 12.7% 
to the total energy production presently. 

In addition to Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, 
President, SAARC CCI, Mr. Tariq Sayeed, 

Group Photo of SAARC CCI Incharge SAARC Desks along with Mr. Iqbal  Tabish, 
SG SAARC CCI and Mr. Subodh Kumar Executive Programmes, FNF. 

Snr. Executive Programs, FNF. The officials of National chambers/Federations 
working as associates to SAARC desks exchanged views to enhance cooperation 
between SAARC CCI and their respective organizations. The Secretary General, 
SAARC CCI briefed the participants about the role of National Chambers/ Fed-
erations in respect of SAARC CCI. He also briefed about upcoming activities of 
SAARC CCI and sought their cooperation for deepening institutional linkages. Mr. 
Subodh noted the gradual progress in the functioning of SAARC CCI and hoped 
for further improvement in future. The representatives of the Chambers/ Federa-
tions made presentations during the workshop and suggested various ways and 
means to bridge the gap. In addition to that, a senior official from the Customs of 
the Government of Sri Lanka Mr. G. A. L. GAMINI, Director of Customs (Social 
Protection), Sri Lanka Customs was invited to deliver lecture on Customs rules 
and regulations applied in general and in context of SAFTA in particular.

To involve more officials of the National chambers’ in the affairs of SAARC CCI, 
two representatives from each National Chamber were invited to attend the Work-
shop. Besides Mr. Bader Munir, Assistant Secretary & Mr. Mahmood Habib Mir, 
Chief Accountant from SAARC CCI, other officials who attended the workshop 
included Mr. Hashem Rasouli, Public Relation Director Mr.Ali Zaki, Regional & In-
ternational Organization’s Desk Manager-ACCI, Ms. Prabina Pandey, Officer, Ms. 
Kreeti Khatiwada, Senior Assistant-FNCCI, Mohammad Mizanur Rahman Mukul, 
Joint Secretary, FBCCI, Ms. Sonam C h o d e n , Business Support Department, 
Ms. Sonam Wangmo, Personnel Officer, BCCI, Ms. Anjali Taneja, Senior Assis-
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worked out and put up for consid-
eration and action.

• Economic Summit & SBLC – pos-
sibility on the sidelines of SAFTA 
Ministerial session – as per date.  
Govt. of India to invite session to 
be held in Delhi.

• SAARC Parliamentarian Forum–.  
Take into confidence & cogni-
zance Mr. U.S. SAKSENA, JS, Lok 
Sabha Parliamentarian Affairs and 
Ms. Meira Kumar and propose the 
same.  In the meanwhile, Indo-Pak 
Parliamentarian Forum being sup-
ported by FICCI/SAARC CCI in early 
August.

MEA shall recommend the participation of 
SAARC CCI in the SAARC Ministerial Summit.

27th Anniversary of 
SAARC (Charter Day 8th 
December, 2012)

The SAARC Chamber of commerce & industry 
organized a seminar in commemorating 27th 
Anniversary of SAARC (South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation) on 8th Decem-
ber 2012 in Marriot Hotel in Islamabad. The 
seminar was organized under theme “Trade 
and Investment – New Dawn in South Asian 

Former President, SAARC CCI and Mr. P.S. Bami, President, India Energy, the 
inaugural session was also addressed by Mr. Subodh Kumar Agarwal, Executive 
(Programmes), Friedrich Naumann Foundation New Delhi and Dr. Arbind Prasad, 
Director General, FICCI. The inaugural session was followed by technical session 
which was addressed by energy experts like Mr. Mollah Amzad from Bangladesh, 
Mr Ashish Khanna, Lead Energy Specialist and India Energy Team Leader, World 
Bank , Mr Nitya Nanda, Fellow and Area Convener (Centre for Global Agreements, 
Leg. and Trade), TERI, Mr. Gyanendra L. Pradhan, Chairman, SAARC CCI Coun-
cil on Climate change, Energy and water Resources and Mr. Kanwar Muhammad 
Javed Iqbal, Senior Research Associate-Environment, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, Pakistan and Mr. Kosala Wickramnayake, Vice President, SAARC 
CCI (Sri Lanka) addressed the Conference. 

The conference concluded with the expert’s opinion to urge upon the need for 
adoption of integrated approach to tap enormous potential in hydropower and al-
ternative energy while terming it as an inevitable factor for sustainable growth and 
deepening of economic cooperation. At the conclusion of conference, SAARC CCI 
also launched it recent publication on “Energy Policy in SOUTH ASIA”. 

Meeting of President SAARC CCI with Mr. 
Vikram Doraiswamy, JS- (SAARC), MEA,  Gov-
ernment of India 

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SAARC CCI had a meeting with Mr. Vikram 
Doraiswamy, Joint Secretary (SAARC), Minister of External Affairs, Government of 
India, Mr. Sridharan, Director SAARC, MEA, India. During the meeting President 
SAARC CCI enlighten Mr. Doraiswamy about the activities of SAARC CCI and 
sought his assistance in regarding SAARC CCI demands for Flexible visas regime; 
participation in SAARC Summit; involvement of SAARC CCi with SAARC Secre-
tariat vis-à-vis joint studies, capacity building and research analysis to be consid-
ered while forming policies, Vision to work under the aegis of SAARC Secretariat 
& SAARC desk, Govt. of India and CSR activities in SAARC Region supported by 
Sun Foundation.

Outcome of discussions:

• Engage research analysists at SAARC Secretariat and add value 
by SAARC CCI.

• More interactive and favourable engagements with Mr. Amrit La-
goon & his successor (whenever) since the Chair of Economy in 
SAARC Secretariat is with India & to our interest. 

• MEA coming up with enhanced engagements & outlook on SAARC,   
Keep agenda as in line with that for a progressive approach

• Welcome associate membership from other chambers but protect 
rights of founder members.  

• To avail facility of SVES, membership to any federation is not crite-
ria.  Any bonafide entrepreneur / businessman will get it.   SAARC 
Desk in GOI will push more number of SVES in this regard.

• Consult & change calendar – as per venue & dates on the lines of 
SAF activities, the next one being in Maldives.

• SAARC Trade Centre at Delhi Haat, Pitampura, spread over 7.5 
acre land in New Delhi, in collaboration with MEA will be inaugu-
rated on 8th December 2012.  SAARC CCI to work towards get-
ting different member nations on board by seeking their interest 
level.  SAARC CCI will sell the concept and make it an integrated 
trade centre.  A detailed report on the concept and modalities to be 

Cake Cutting ceremony during 27th Anniversary 
of SAARC celebrations:  (L-R) Malik Sohail Hus-
sain, Chairman Diplomatic Relations, FPCCI, 
His Excellency Mr. Bharat Raj Paudyal, Ambas-
sador of Nepal in Pakistan, Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, 
Vice President, SAARC CCI (Pakistan), Senator 
Mr. Mushahid Hussain, PML-Q, Mrs. Samina Fa-
zil, former President, Islamabad Women Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry.

Integration”. Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed, 
Secretary General, PMN (Q) grace the occa-
sion as guest of honor.

The seminar commenced with introductory re-
marks of Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General, 
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Republic of Pakistan, Ms. Saima Sayed, First 
Secretary (Political), High Commission for the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Senator Hari 
Ram, Senate of Pakistan, H E Mr Prasad Kari-
yawasam, High Commissioner, High Commis-
sion for the Democratic Socialist Republic of 
Sri Lanka, Mr Sheelkant Sharma, Former Sec-
retary General, SAARC and many other re-
knowned personalities joined the celebrations.

SAARC CCI. While sharing remarks he said that the business community of the 
region is committed to promote economic cooperation of the region and SAARC 
CCI is actively involved in promoting economic liberalization in the region through 
number of activities focused on awareness building on core issues, developing 
global linkages, providing services to private sector, working closely with the Gov-
ernments of respective countries of SAARC and developing institutional frame-
work for promoting economic cooperation in the region. 

Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President (Pakistan), SAARC CCI in his welcome re-
marks said that the region could account for over half of global output by the mid-
dle of this century but we are not prepared for it. He added that lack of political 
commitment, protectionists policies, non-resolution of issues have been the main 
hurdles in the development of South Asia. He welcomed the recent development 
in bilateral relations between India and Pakistan and India and Bangladesh have 
commenced a new era in history of South Asia.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed, Special guest in his keynote address said that 
the 21st-century is the ‘Asian Century’ in which we will witness the dominance of 
Asian politics, business and culture which calls for governments and private sec-
tor to play their due role. Asia is reverting back to global supremacy in business, 
knowledge, culture, politics and innovation after 250 years, he said, adding that in 
the emerging scenario SAARC nations should brace for the change. Mr. Mushahid 
Hussain also proposed to have a South Asian Parliament like European Parlia-
ment to ensure rapid development.

The inaugural session of the seminar was followed by technical session which was 
chaired by Senator Haji Adeel and was addressed by Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, Dy. Ex-
ecutive Director, Economic Growth Unit, SDPI, Dr. Muhammad Pervaz, Program 
Leader, Technology Transfer, SAARC Energy Centre and Syed Mohsin Ahmed, 
Chairperson South Asian Micro Finance Network (SAMN). While concluding the 
session, Senator Haji Adeel said that only way to provide relief to majority of the 
world’s population living in this region is through increased trade and reduced fric-
tion.

Ambassadors, diplomats from SAARC family and business leaders underlined the 
need for political commitment, review of protectionists policies, and resolution of 
issues to ensure dawn of a new era in history of South Asia. President and office 
bearers of various business chambers and associations were also present on the 
occasion. 

SAARC Charter Day Celebration by SAARC CCI 
& FICCI 

To commemorate 27th Anniversary of SAARC and express Solidarity with SAARC 
(South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation), SAARC CCI and FICCI cel-
ebrated SAARC Charter Day 2012 on 8th December 2012, at Hotel Taj Mansingh, 
Mansingh Road, New Delhi, India. 

Mr. Sudhir Vyas, Secretary (ER), MEA, India, Shri O.P. Chautala, former Chief Min-
ister of Haryana, Mr Mohammad Monirul Islam, Counsellor – Political, High Com-
mission for the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, H.E. Major Genl. V Namgyel, 
Ambassador, Royal Bhutanese Embassy, Mr Kinzang Dorji, Dy Chief of Mission 
Royal Bhutanese Embassy, Ms Khadeeja Ibrahim, Deputy High Commissioner, 
High Commission of the Republic of Maldives, Mr Bishnu Prasad Lamsal, Minis-
ter – Economic, Embassy of Nepal, H E Mr Salman Bashir, High Commissioner, 
High Commission for the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Mr Babar Amin,Head of 
Chancery & Dy High Commissioner, High Commission for the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan, Mr Naeem Anwar, Minister – Trade, High Commission for the Islamic 

H E Mr Rev Harris Majeka, High Commis-
sioner of South Africa; Mr Bishnu Prasad Lam-
sal, Minister Economic, Embassy of Nepal; 
Mr Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SAARC 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry; Dr Sheel 
Kant Sharma, Former Secretary General of 
SAARC; Mr R V Kanoria, President, FICCI; Mr 
Sudhir Vyas, Secretary (E R), MEA; H E Mr 
Prasad Kariyawasam, High Commissioner of 
Sri Lanka; H E Mr Salman Bashir, High Com-
missioner of Pakistan; Mr Mohammad Monirul 
Islam, Counsellor - Political, Bangladesh High 
Commission; H E Major General V Namgyel, 
Ambassador of Bhutan.

On this occasion Shri Sudhir Vyas read out 
the message of the Prime Minister of India 
released for this SAARC Charter Day. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Padma Shri Vikramjit 
Sahney said, “SAARC was chartered to give 
a collective commitment and greater meaning 
and content to the region. Since then, it has 
emerged as beacon of hope and expectation 
of millions of people in the region. Admittedly, 
there is a lot to be done but the political will is 
there.” 

The occasion had the flavor of young and old 
alike in their true national costumes proudly 
accentuating their countries and mingling 
within the region. The Armed Forces band wel-
comed the dignitaries in the national flavor and 
flags of all countries proudly displayed the di-
versity in uniformity. This was further accentu-
ated in the country panels that showcased the 
interdependence of the countries as also the 
diversity and abundance of natural treasures 
therein making this region a self sustainable.
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Strategy Roundtable on SAARC CCI 

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SAARC CCI) in collaboration with 
the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FNCCI) organ-
ised a strategy Roundtable on April 20, 2013 at Kathmandu, Nepal. Chaired by 
President Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, the roundtable was attended by more than 
forty business leaders, representing National Chambers/ Federation from South 
Asian countries. 

Mr. Siegfried Herzog, Regional Director, Friedich Naumann Stiftung, New Delhi, 
India moderated the roundtable, which aimed at redefining the role of National 

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SAARC CCI presides over the strategy 
roundtable held on  April 20, 2013 at Kathmandu, India. Mr. Suraj Vaidya, Presi-
dent FNCCI, office bearers and  Executive Committee Members of SAARC CCI 
are seen in the audience

(L-R) H.E Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General, 
SAARC, Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, Presi-
dent, SAARC CCI, Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice 
President, SAARC CCI (Pakistan), Mr. Annisul 
Huq, Former President, SAARC CCI (Bangla-
desh)

Chambers/Federations towards SAARC CCI affairs and their involvement in driv-
ing SAARC CCI’s thought leadership activities. 

The participants comprising notable business figures from South Asia, were of 
the opinion that in view of the changes being taken place around the globe, there 
was a dire need to develop consensus driven action agenda and a road map to 
effectively involve the private sector in SAARC CCI affairs so that the organisation 
could play compatible role to promote business in the region. 

To involve more dynamic members and to engage them in the process, the 
roundtable mainly focused on two important issues i.e. generating business inter-
est within South Asia and involvement of influential businesspersons in SAARC 
CCI mechanism. The participants contributed policy recommendations to make 
SAARC CCI more visible and heard by respective Government in South Asia.

Seminar on Financial Cooperation in South 
Asia: Challenges and Prospects:

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SAARC CCI) in collaboration with 
the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FNCCI) and in 
partnership with Friedrich Naumann Stiftung: fur die freiheit, Regional Directorate, 
New Delhi, organised a seminar on Financial cooperation in South Asia: Chal-
lenges and Prospects on April 21, 2013 at Kathmandu, Nepal. 

The seminar was organised as a precursor to 
the Meeting of SAARC Finance Ministers to be 
hosted by Asian Development Bank on May 3, 
2013 at New Delhi, India. The objective of the 
seminar was to work out policy recommenda-
tions and onward presentation to the Ministers 
during their informal meet at New Delhi. 

The seminar was addressed by academi-
cians and experts like Dr. Ahsan H. Mansur, 
Executive Director, Policy Research Institute, 
Bangladesh, Mr. Abdul Wassay Haqiqi, Lec-
turer, American University in Afghanistan, Mr. 
Muhammad Abdul Wahab Siddiqui, Senior     

Consultant, SDPI, Pakistan, Mr. Kishore Ma-
harjan, CEO, Civil Bank Limited, Nepal, Mr. 
Joseph Silvanus, CEO, Standard Chartered 
Bank Limited, Nepal, Engr. M. A. Jabbar, 
Practitioner Economist, Pakistan.

The experts were of the opinion that because 
of lacking in financial cooperation at regional 
level, the cross border trade and investment 
was not at par with potential available. They 
stressed for putting in place a mechanism 
based on strong, sound, coherent and syn-
chronized financial system while regarding it 
an integral component of regional economic 
cooperation, which would create preferences 
for increase in cross-border trade and invest-
ment opportunities and encourages flow of 
capital amongst SAARC member countries.

H.E. Ahmed Saleem, Sec-
retary General SAARC 
addresses the Executive 
Members of SAARC CCI
 
On special invitation of Mr. Vikramjit Singh 
Sahney, President SAARC Chamber of Com-
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merce and Industry (SAARC CCI), H.E. Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General of 
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) addressed the Ex-
ecutive Members of SAARC CCI on April 21, 2013 at a local hotel in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. 

The session aimed at interaction of H.E. Secretary General with the business lead-
ers from across South Asia and to exchange views on socio-economic issues and 
finding ways and means to work more closely and effectively

the Indian businessmen that his government 
was following investor-friendly policies. “We 
are facing acute power shortage in our country 
and any assistance in the power sector would 
help us in addressing the issue” he added.

Indian members of the Pak-India Joint Busi-
ness Council informed the Hon’ble  Prime 
Minister that being located in the same region 
and facing similar problems, India could be of 

Recalling Memories: President SAARC CCI 
presents a set of photographs taken with 
Hon’ble Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif in late 
90s.

H.E. Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General of SAARC (in the middle) while address-
ing to the Executive Committee Members of SAARC Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (SAARC CCI) along with Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SCCI on 
April 21, 2013 at Kathmandu, Nepal. The others (L to R) include Mr. Pradeep Ku-
mar Shrestha, VP-SAARC CCI (Nepal), Dasho Ugen Tsechup Dorji, President of 
Bhutan CCI and former President SAARC CCI, Mr. Suraj Vaidya, President FNCCI, 
Mr. Iftilkhar Ali Malik, VP-SAARC CCI (Pakistan) and Mr. Annisul Huq, Immediate 
Past President SAARC CCI from Bangladesh.

While addressing to the executive Committee members of SAARC CCI, H.E. 
Secretary General termed the session as a useful exercise and complimented 
President SAARC CCI for this initiative. He appreciated the role of SAARC CCI 
for creating awareness about economic issues and asked the business leaders to 
come up with answers such as, non-tariff barriers, outdated customs procedures, 
bureaucratic hurdles, lack of good connectivity, lack of banking facilities etc. and 
asserted the Private Sector for lobbying with the Governments and policy makers 
to address the issues effectively. 

He assured all possible assistance to SAARC CCI in order to arrive at better and 
implementable policy decisions while referring SAARC CCI representation at 
CEC, SAFTA Committee of Experts, he ensured that opportunities for SAARC CCI 
leadership to interact and represent at Ministerial level will be provided as SAARC 
has arranged informal interaction of SAARC CCI with Finance Ministers during 
their upcoming meet on May 3, 2013 at New Delhi, India.

Five Member Indian Delegation Calls on to Hon’ble Prime 
Minister of Pakistan 

A five member Indian delegation of Pakistan India Joint Business Council calls on 
Hon’ble Prime Minister Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, of Pakistan. 

The delegation was comprises of Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, Chairman & Managing 
Director, Sun Group & President SAARC CCI, Mr. Sunil Kant Munjal, Chairman 
, Hero Corporate Services, Mr. Rakesh Bharti Mittal, Vice Chairman & Manag-
ing Director, Bharti Enterprises Ltd , Mr. Deepak Amitabh, Chairman & Managing 
Director, PTC India Ltd, Mr. Naresh Trehan, Chairman & Managing Director, Me-
danta – The Medicity.

The Hon’ble Prime Minister told the meeting that he had directed Hon’ble Khawaja 
Muhammad Asif, Minister for Water and Power, to visit India and explore potential 
areas of cooperation between the two countries. The Hon’ble Prime Minister told 

great help in providing support in the fields of 
medical science, higher education and tech-
nical/vocational training. The meeting also 
discussed Non Discriminatory Market Access 
and agreed that the industrialists of both the 
countries should be provided level-playing 
field. Hon’ble Minister for Information, Broad-
casting and National Heritage Mr. Pervez 
Rashid, Hon’ble  Minister for Water and Power 
Mr. Khawaja Muhammad Asif, Special Assis-
tant to the Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Tariq 
Fatemi and senior officials were also present 
during the meeting.

Trade Corridors and Re-
gional Connectivity in 
South Asia :

To deliberate upon the importance of trade 
and transport corridors for depending regional 
integration in South Asia, SAARC Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry has convened a panel 
discussion on “Trade Corridors and Regional 
Connectivity in South Asia” on 13th November 
2013 at Marriott hotel, Islamabad in partner-
ship with Friedrich Naumann Stiftung, Region-
al Directorate New Delhi, India. 
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The discussion started with Welcome Remarks of Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice Presi-
dent, SAARC CCI (Pakistan) which was followed by the presentations by Special 
guest Mr. Haroon Sharif, Advisor to WB (Pakistan) on South Asia, Mr. Ali Salman, 
Executive Director Prime Institute-Lahore, Mr. Shah Faisal Kakar, Director (South 
Asia), Ministry of Foreign Affairs (GoP) and Dr. Usman Mustafa, Chief, Project 
Evaluation and Training Division and Head of Management Department, PIDE.

The day was celebrated to venerate the day 
SAARC Charter, which was signed in the first 
Summit of SAARC on 8th December 1985 at 
Dhaka. The seminar was aimed at promoting 
cause of SAARC as an organization as well 
as a mechanism, working for socio-economic 
uplift of the South Asian community. 

H.E Dr. T.C Raghvan High Commissioner of 
India to Pakistan was Guest of Honour, while 
Professor Ahsan Iqbal Federal Minister for 
Planning and Development was the Chief 
Guest while Mr. Ghulam Minister of Industries 
and Production, Pakistan delivered special ad-
dress.

The seminar brought together representatives 
from Public and Private Sector, diplomatic 
corps, CSOs, NGOs and various walks of life. 

SAARC-CCI Capacity 
Building Workshop :

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (SCCI) organized an institutional 
capacity building workshop in collaboration 
with the Bhutan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (BCCI) on the 28th November, 2013 
at Taj Tashi Hotel, in Thimphu, Bhutan. The 
workshop aims to create networks and to en-
hance cooperation among the SAARC coun-
tries.  The one day workshop was focused on 
the role of private sector in South Asia. Except 

The discussion succeeded in suggesting ways and means for ensuring increased 
regional connectivity in South Asia with a focus on prospects for cooperation in 
transport and communication. The need for greater regional cooperation and abil-
ity to better implement resolutions emerged as key issues at the conference. The 
discussion was largely participated by SAARC CCI members, Pakistan Business 
community diplomats of SAARC member. countries and journalists. 

29th SAARC Charter day Celebrations: South 
Asia - Back to Future

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SAARC CCI) organized a semi-
nar entitled “South Asia Back to Future” to commemorate the 29th Charter Day of 
SAARC in partnership with Friedrich Naumann Foundation on December 9th 2013. 

Mr. Dasho Sonam P. Wangdi, Joint Secretary 
of Ministry of Economic Affairs of the Royal 
Bhutan Government.

Caption: Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President (Pakistan), SAARC CCI presenting 
SAARC CCI official crest to Hon’ble Professor Ahsan Iqbal, Federal Minister for 
Planning & Developing, Govt of Pakistan. Others (L-R) includes Mr. Iqbal Tabish, 
Secretary General, SAARC CCI, Mr. Kunwar Qutubuddin, GA Member, SAARC 
CCI and Begum Salma Ahmed, Chairperson, SCWEC (Pakistan).    

(L-R) Mr. Shah Faisal Kakar, Director (South Asia), Ministry of Foreign Affairs-Pak, 
Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General, SAARC CCI, Ms. Robina Ather, Joint Sec-
retary, Ministry of Commerce, Mr.Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President, SAARC CCI 
(Pak), Mr. Haroon Sharif, Advisor to World Bank (Pak), Mr. Mir Naveed Jan Baloch, 
Vice President-FPCCI, Mr. Ali Salman, Executive Director, Prime Institute-Lahore 

from the Maldives, representatives from all the 
apex trade bodies from SAARC countries at-
tended the workshop to exchange views and 
discuss the issues related to South Asian Free 
Trade Agreement (SAFTA), and other cross-
cutting issues of trade and development in the 
region. 
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At the outset, Mr. Phub Tshering, the Secretary General of BCCI, welcomed all 
and explained that seeking new direction for the private sector in SAARC and 
strengthening of the SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry was the purpose 
of the workshop. Then the Joint Secretary of Ministry of Economic Affairs of the 
Royal Bhutan Government, Mr. Dasho Sonam P Wangdi, welcomed all on behalf 
of the Bhutan Government, and eulogized the socio-economic developments in 
Bhutan, recent achievements, and the role of the governments to facilitate busi-
ness. He then presented his keynote paper titled, “Investment Opportunities in 
Bhutan”, highlighting the evolution of openness of investment regime in Bhutan.  At 
the conclusion of inaugural session, Deputy Secretary General of SAARC Cham-
ber, Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Butt, offered a vote of thanks to the audience, the Bhutan 
Government, and the co-host Bhutan Chamber for facilitating the event.

The workshop was followed by two technical session focused on the theme, “Role 
of Private Sector in South Asia”, and  “Strengthening Co-operation on Infrastruc-
ture & Development”.  The workshop concluded  with the opinion that private sec-
tor should be interacting more with respective governments and at the level of 
SAARC institutions to bring in the desired changes and policy reforms.  It was 
further concluded that consensus will be needed to initiate remedial actions to 
remove and reduce existing trade barriers.

International Consultative Workshop on Energy 
Cooperation, Climate Change and Water Man-
agement: Initiatives for Regional Integration 

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SAARC CCI) in collaboration with 
Federation of Nepalese Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FNCCI) in partnership 
with Friedrich Naumann Foundation (FNF) organized a one day “International Con-
sultative Workshop on Energy Cooperation, Climate Change and Water Manage-
ment:  Initiatives for Regional Integration”, on 12th December 2013, in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. Hon’ble Mr. Umakant Jha, Hon’ble Minister of Energy, Irrigation and Sci-
ence & Technology & Environment, Government of Nepal, grace the occasion with 
his presence as Chief Guest and H.E Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General, SAARC, 
also joined the workshop as special guest. The inaugural session was followed by 
two technical sessions which were chaired by Mr. Helal A. Raza, Director, SAARC 
Energy Centre and Mr. Pradeep Kumar Sharestha, Vice President, SAARC CCI.

Hon’ble Mr. Umakant Jha, Hon’ble Minister of 
Energy, Irrigation and Science & Technology 
& Environment, Government of Nepal, in his 
inaugural address urged for the need of pru-
dent planning for mega projects at regional 
level, which could be technically feasible, 
socio-culturally acceptable, environmentally 
benign and economically viable to share cost 
and benefits, required for exploring the huge 
untapped hydro power potential of more than 
250,000 MW in SAARC region. 

While earlier to Chief Guest. H.E. Ahmed Sal-
eem, Secretary General of SAARC conveyed 
that at the political level, successive SAARC 
Summits convened over the years have given 
specific directives in promoting energy cooper-
ation. As a follow up to such directives a num-
ber of initiatives have been undertaken includ-
ing establishment of SAARC Energy Centre, 
finalization of SAARC Energy Trade Study, 
holding of South Asian Energy dialogue, en-
ergy ring concept and inter-Governmental 
mechanism etc; which establish energy as 
priority agenda of regional integration process. 

Hon’ble Anand Sharma, 
Commerce Minister of India 
Leads a Business delega-
tion to Pakistan

For the first time in the Indo-Pak history since 
partition in 1947, the commerce ministers of 
both the countries along with high-powered 
business leaders gathered at the Lahore. Expo 
Centre on Monday pledging to open arms, 
hearts and gates for one another to tape trade 

Hon’ble Mr. Makhdoom Amin Fahim (L) shakes 
hand with his Indian Counterpart Hon’ble Mr. 
Anand Sharma (R)  on his arrival to Wagha 
Border in Lahore. H.E Shahid Malik, Pakistani 
High Commissioner in Pakistan and H.E Mr. 
SharatSabharwal, Indian High Commissioner 
to Pakistan and Mr. Zafar Mahmood, Secretary 
Commerce, Govt of Pakistan are also seen in 
the picture.

(L-R) Dr. Rajiv K Mishra, Executive Director, PTC India,  Mr. Bishwa Prakash 
Pandit, Secretary, Ministry of Energy, Mr. Pradeep K. Shrestha, Vice President  
SAARC CCI (Nepal), Hon’ble Mr. Uma Kant Ja, Minister of Energy / Irrigation, 
Govt of Nepal, H.E. Ahmed Saleem, SAARC Secretary General, Mr. Gyanendra 
Lal Pradhan, Chairperson, SAARC CCI Council on Water, Climate Change and 
Energy  and Muhammad. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General, SAARC CCI 
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Ms. Pramila A. Rijal, out going Chairperson 
SCWEC, Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General, 
SAARC CCI and Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice 
President (Pakistan), SAARC CCI present-
ing SAARC CCI official crest to Hon’ble Chief 
Minister of Punjab, Mian Muhammad Shah-
baz Sharif in presence of Ms. Shaista Pervaiz 
Malik, Chairperson, (Elect) SCWEC , Mrs. 
Shireen Arshad Khan, Chairperson AHAN-
PAK, and Mr. S M Munir, Chairman TDAP. 

The Conclave witnessed the congregation of 
large business delegations from Afghanistan 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Over 500 leading 
business leaders and eminent International 
experts, Academia, Media and social scien-
tists from across the region deliberated for two 
days on various pertinent issues of regional 
economic cooperation.

Senior officials from Member States ad-
dressed the contemporary and emerging is-
sues like repositioning of South Asia in Asian 
Century, regional integration, Energy, water 
and Climate Change, Trade Facilitation, trade 
and investment etc’. The Conclave organized 
specials sessions on Young Entrepreneurs in 
South Asia, while recommending the Govern-
ments of South Asia to provide business ena-
bling environment to foster the process of re-
gional integration. The Fifth SAARC Business 
Leaders Conclave concluded with adoption of 
declaration. 

South Asia Women Sum-
mit: Lahore, Pakistan & 
handover, takeover cer-
emony of SCWEC

After conclusion of the term of FNCCI Nepal,  
FPCCI Pakistan took over the chair of SAARC 
Chamber’s Women Entrepreneurs Council for 
the term 2014-2015. Mr. Shaista Pervaiz Ma-
lik, President Women Wing of Pakistan Muslim 
League (N) the ruling party in Pakistan took 
over the chair from outgoing chairperson Ms. 
Pramila Acharya Rijal , a leading women en-

(L-R) Mr. Siegfried Herzog, Regional Director, Friedrich Naumann Foundation, 
Hon’ ble Tofail Ahmed , Minister, Ministry of Commerce, Bangladesh, Hon’ble 
Norbu Wangchuk, Minister of Economic Affairs, Bhutan, Mr. V. S. Sahney, Presi-
dent, SAARC CCI , Hon’ ble Mr Anand Sharma, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Government of India, H.E Mr Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General, 
SAARC, Mr. Sidharth Birla, President, FICCI, Hon’ble Mohamed Saeed, Minister 
for Economic Development, Maldives , Hon’ble Shanker Prasad Koirala, Minister 
for Commerce and Supplies, Nepal, Hon’ble Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan, Federal 
Minister for Commerce and Textile, Pakistan, Hon’ble Abdul Rishad Bathiudeen, 
Minister of Industry and Commerce, Sri Lanka joining hand together on the occa-
sion of declaration passed on 5th SAARC Business Leaders Conclave 2014 on 
January 17-18 at New Delhi, India.

potential of both South Asian states furthering the track II diplomacy successfully.

A 120 member’s strong Indian Businessman delegation led by Commerce Min-
ister Anand Sharma visited Pakistan on the invitation of Hon’ble Mr. Makhdoom 
Amin Fahim, Federal Minister for Commerce. The delegation comprises of leading 
businessmen included Mr. R V Konaria, President, FICCI, Mr. Vikramjit Sahney, 
President, SAARC CCI, Mr. Rajan Bharti Mittal, the head of India’s leading telecom 
company, Bharti and Mr. Naresh Goyal, the head of the nation’s largest airline, Jet 
Airways, Mr. B.Muthuraman, has been elected President of the Confederation of 
Indian Industry. The high-profile delegation met Pakistani business leaders and 
authorities in Lahore, Karachi and Islamabad. Trade Minister Sharma underlined 
the need for the two countries to dismantle existing barriers to trade. He was of 
the opinion that the road map that we have defined for ourselves should bring in 
a liberal trade regime. He further stated that it has also happened for the first time 
that commerce secretaries of both countries have remained in close coordination 
during this period to pave way for enhancing bilateral trade through dialogues.

5th SAARC Business Leaders Conclave:

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SAARC CCI) organized 5th 
SAARC Business Leaders Conclave with its theme “South Asian Century: Pro-
gressing towards Regional Integration” in collaboration with the Federation of In-
dian Chambers of Commerce & Industry and National Federations/ Chambers of 
SAARC member nations, In partnership with Friedrich Naumann Foundation (FNF) 
& The World Bank Group - as the knowledge Partner on 16-17th Jan 2014, in New 
Delhi, India.

The Conclave aims at providing policy recommendations for the SAARC Summit 
scheduled in Nepal for promotion of economic activities in SAARC to policy mak-
ers at the highest level.
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trepreneurs leader in Nepal during  South Asian Women Summit organised by 
SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry in Collaboration with FPCCI, Trade 
Development Authority of Pakistan, Board of Investment and in partnership with 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation organized South Asian Women Summit on 20th 
March, 2014 in Lahore, Pakistan. 

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Punjab, Main Shahbaz Sharif was the Chief Guest of the 
conference and address the inaugural session. During the Inaugural Session, Mrs. 
Shaista Pervaiz Malik, Member National Assembly assumes the responsibility of 
Chairperson of SCWEC along with Ms. Hina Mansab Khan as Vice Chairperson 
SCWEC (Pakistan).  The inaugural session was also addressed by Mr. Iftikhar Ali 
Malik, Vice President SAARC CCI (Pakistan), Mr. S. M Munir, Chairman TDAP,  
Mr. Pervaiz Malik, Member National Assembly, Mr. Imran Afzal Cheema, Secre-
tary, BOI, Mrs. Shaista Pervaiz Malik, Chairperson (Elect) SCWEC, Ms. Pramila 
A. Rijal, Chairperson (Out going) and Mr. Bharat Raj Poudyal, Ambassadors of 
Nepal to Pakistan.

The inaugural session was followed with Techincal session which was chaired 

by Mrs. Ayesha Zaheer, Executive Commit-
tee Member, SCWEC (Pak) and was address 
by Ms. Rabia Javery Agha, Secretary Trade 
Development Authority of Pakistan, Ms. Rina 
Latif, Professional Fashion Designer under the 
brand Rina Latif (Bangladesh), Ms. Archana 
Garodia Gupta, Business woman founder, one 
of India’s premier Fashion Jewellery brands 
and  Hon Justice Ms. Shiranee Tilakawar-
dane, Judge of the Supreme Court, Sri Lanka.  
The remarks of felicitation were offered by Ms. 
Shireen Arshad Khan, Chairperson AHAN & 
former MNA( PML-N), Ms. Saeeda Nazar, Fa-
cilitator, Pakistan Women Entrepreneurs Af-
fairs  and  Ms. Hina Mansab Khan, Vice Chair-
person SCWEC (elect). 
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Women Chef Event “Taking Taste beyond Borders”- 30th 
March, 2012, Nepal

On the occasion of 102nd International Women’s Month, SCWEC organized an 
event-Celebrating “Women Chef’s Taking Taste beyond Borders “on 30th March, 
2012 in Hotel De l’ Annapurna, Kathmandu, Nepal.  The Woman Chefs were from 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal. It provided a 
platform to Women Chefs from South Asia to share their challenges and achieve-
ments of their career. It was an inspirational event for women looking forward to 
develop their career in the culinary industry.

“Women of South Asia and 
Sustainable Development Con-
ference”, 17th-18th July 2012, 
Kathmandu, Nepal

The SAARC Chamber Women Entrepreneurs 
Council (SCWEC) organized the Fourth An-
nual Conference of SWAN (South Asia Wom-
en’s Network) on “Women of South Asia and 
Sustainable Development” jointly with South 
Asia Foundation (SAF), Jamia Milia University, 
and SAARC Chamber Women Entrepreneurs 
Council (SCWEC) on 17th and 18th of July, 
2012 at Hotel De l’ Annapurna, Durbarmarg 
Kathmandu Nepal.

The aim of this conference was to bring the 
women of South Asia together with a focus on 
developing institutional linkages to share expe-

Product Quality Management & Certifications for Busi-
nesswomen in Food sector- SCWEC, Nepal, 17th- 18th 
June 2012

The aim of this workshop was to raise the quality of products produced by busi-
nesswomen in Nepal by giving inputs on quality certifications that are benchmarks 

Women chefs are rare and it was an honor for SCWEC to present seven women 
culinary experts from the SAARC region, some who have not only established 
themselves in their careers but also gained acclaim in their field, and some who 
had just entered this arena. The Women Chefs were awarded certificates of ap-
preciation by SAARC Secretary General H.E Ahmed Saleem.

Ms. Pramila Acharya Rijal- Chairperson, SCWEC, fifth from right, with H.E. Ahmed 
Saleem, SAARC Secretary General, sixth from right and Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sah-
ney , SAARC CCI President, seventh from right and SCWEC EC members and 
Vice Chairs of SCWEC.

Ms. Pramila Acharya Rijal, Chairperson, 
SCWEC, welcoming the participants of work-
shop

Ms. Pramila Acharya Rijal, Chairperson,( third from left ) with Ms. Asha Sridhar- 
Indian Expert, TUV Nord- India, (first from left), Mr. Horst Ammann- Program Man-
ager- SAARC TPN, (second from left), Mr. Umakant Jha- Chief Guest, Secretary to 
the Industry Ministry of the Government of Nepal, Ministry of Industry ( third from 
right ), Ms. Jeewan Prabha Lama- Director General, Food Technology and Quality 
Control Department, (Second from right), and Ms. Shreejana Rana- Vice Chair of 
SCWEC, (first from right)

for quality. Quality management systems were 
discussed both at the micro level, for SMEs 
and at the macro level for women representa-
tives as a whole. Women in Nepal have been 
actively involved in the food sector as SMEs 
for producing various food products that are 
widely available in the market today. 

The two day workshop had been facilitated 
by experts from India- Ms. Asha Sridhar, TUV 
Nord- India, and Nepal- Mr. Sanjeev Kumar 
Thakur, Director-WTO/TBT, Nepal Bureau of 
Standards and Metrology, with a presenta-
tion highlighting on the Practicalities of quality 
improvements and Quality management sys-
tems for SMEs in Nepal. More than 40 different 
SMEs hailing from the hotel industry, restau-
rant chefs and owners; pickle making, honey 
producing, organic farming etc. were involved 
in the workshop. 
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15th International Business Fo-
rum, Low Carbon High Growth- 
Business Models for Changing 
climate, October 21st  to 23rd  
2012, Pretoria, South Africa

Ms. Shreejana Rana, SCWEC Vice Chair 
person (Nepal) and Ms. Shanti Chadha, EC 
Member SCWEC (Nepal) attended the 15th In-
ternational Business Forum at Pretoria, South 
Africa. SCWEC Vice Chairs and EC Members 
from Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, and Maldives 
attended the forum. Ms. Rana, on behalf of 
SCWEC did a presentation on “Impact of 
Chance and Impetus to Regional Coopera-
tion”. 

WORK SHOP ON PRODUCT 
QUALITY MANAGEMENT AND      
CERTIFICATION FOR BUSINESS 
WOMEN IN THE FOOD SECTOR 
, 29th & 30th November, 2012, Sri 
Lanka

The workshop on Product Quality Manage-
ment and Certification for Business Women in 
the Food Sector of Sri Lanka was organized by 
the Women’s Chamber of Industries in Sri Lan-
ka and was supported by the SAARC Cham-
ber Women Entrepreneur’s Council. 
The aim of the work shop was to promote the 
raising of the quality of food products manufac-
tured by participating women entrepreneurs, 
so that their products would be more competi-
tive in the National and International markets.  
The workshop was of one and a half days du-
ration, and consists of five sessions, where 
four of the Sessions were dedicated to techni-
cal presentations and group work. 

Ms. Pramila Acharya Rijal, Chair- SCWEC (third from left), H.E. Ahmed Saleem, 
SAARC Secretary General (second from left), Ms. Veena Sikri, Convener of SWAN 
(fourth from right) during the conference. 

Chief Guest of Inaugural Session, The Hon’ble Minister for Industries is seen ad-
dressing the guests and participants. On his left seen are Mrs Nasreen Fatema 
Awal Mintoo, Vice Chairperson, SAARC Chamber Women Entrepreneurs Council 
(Bangladesh), Mr Jashim Uddin, Vice-President, FBCCI

Product Quality Management and Certification 
workshop participants

riences, identify best practices, and work towards issue based collaboration and 
to prepare a Long Term Sustainable Development Plan for the Women of South 
Asia, covering all the eight sectors in partnership with Institutions and organiza-
tions working in similar areas. The two day conference was attended by more than 
60 delegates from nine countries of South Asia.

Value Links- Sustainable Value Chain Promotion for 
SAARC Businesswomen, September 24th-28th, 2012, 
New Delhi, India 

Supply Chain Workshop was held from 24th to 28th Sep 2012 in Delhi, India. Ms. 
Pramila Acharya Rijal, Chair- SCWEC and Ms. Shanti Chadha, SCWEC Nepal 
EC Member attended the workshop at New Delhi, India.  The workshop helped in 
better understanding of “Strengthening of the supply chain logistics” through case 
study of products being marketed through different suppliers, manufacturers and 
supply systems.   An expert from Germany was lecturer to the workshop.

Product Quality Management & Certifications for Busi-
nesswomen in Food sector- SCWEC, 6th and 7th October 
2012, Bangladesh

A two day Workshop on PRODUCT QUALITY MANAGEMENT AND CERTIFICA-
TION FOR BUSINESSWOMEN IN FOOD SECTOR was held on October 6 & 7, 
2012 organized by Women Entrepreneurs Association of Bangladesh (WEAB).“The 
aim of this workshop was to raise the quality of products manufactured by busi-
ness women in the SAARC region by giving inputs on quality certifications that are 
benchmarks for quality,”

The Technical presentations were on aspects 
of Product Quality Management Certification 
and was expected that the participants would 
make the best use of the workshop and strive 
to adopt relevant Product Quality Certification 
with respect to their Industry.
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Supply Chain Workshop (4th-5th August 2013) 

SAWDF organized a two days’ workshop on supply chain management on 4th and 
5th August 2013 at Hotel De L Annapurna, Kathmandu. It was supported by GIZ, 
Nepal. The workshop provided opportunity to share and learn about different mod-
els of value chain both in Nepal and India. There were all together 32 participants 
from 24 enterprises representing 18 associations. 

Change of Guard at SCWEC:

Mrs. Pramila A. Rijal, Vice Chairperson of 
SCWEC handed over Chairpersonship of 
SAARC Chamber Women Entrepreneur Coun-
cil to Mrs. Shaista Pervaiz Malik, Member 
National Assembly of Pakistan during South 
Asian Women Summit by exchanging a medal 
in presence of Hon’ble Chief Minister, Govt of 
Punjab Mian Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif.  On 
assuming the office of Chairperson SCWEC, 
Mrs. Malik said Ms. Pramila A. Rijal has set 
high standards and left no stone unturned 
in uplifting the Business standards of South 
Asian women.        

South Asia Women Summit: Lahore, Pakistan 

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry in Collaboration SCWEC, FPCCI, 
Trade Development Authority of Pakistan, Board of Investment and in partnership 
with Friedrich Naumann Foundation organized South Asian Women Summit on 
20th March, 2014 in Lahore, Pakistan.

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Punjab, Main Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif was the chief 
Guest of the conference and address the inaugural session. During the Inaugural 
Session, Mrs. Shaista Pervaiz Malik, Member National Assembly assumes the re-
sponsibility of Chairperson of SCWEC along with Ms. Hina Mansab Khan as Vice 
Chairperson SCWEC (Pakistan).  The inaugural session was also addressed by 
Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President SAARC CCI (Pakistan), Mr. S. M Munir, Chair-
man TDAP,  Mr. Pervez Malik, Member National Assembly, Mr. Imran Afzal Chee-
ma, Secretary, BOI, Mrs. Shaista Pervaiz Malik, Chairperson (Elect) SCWEC, Ms. 
Pramila A. Rijal, Chairperson (Out going) and Mr. Bharat Raj Poudyal, Ambassa-
dors of Nepal to Pakistan.

The inaugural session was followed with Techincal session which was chaired 
Mrs. Pramila A. Rijal, Chairperson, SCWEC 
(Outgoing) after handing over Chairperson-
ship of SCWEC to Mrs. Shaista Pervaiz Malik, 
Chairperson SCWEC (Elect) waving hands to 
the audience in presence of Hon’ble Chief Min-
ister of Punjab (Pak), Mian Muhamamd Shah-
baz Sharif. Others (L-R) Mrs Ayesha Zaheer, 
former Vice Chairperson SCWEC (Pak), Ms. 
Rizwana Shahid, Advisor to SCWEC and Ms. 
Hina Mansab Khan, newly elected Vice Chair-
person, SCWEC (Pak)  .

Group photo taken at the conclusion of workshop.

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Punjab (Pak), Mian Muhamamd Shahbaz Sharif while 
addressing the South Asian Women Summit.

by Mrs. Ayesha Zaheer, Executive Commit-
tee Member, SCWEC (Pak) and was address 
by Ms. Rabia Javery Agha, Secretary Trade 
Development Authority of Pakistan, Ms. Rina 
Latif, Professional Fashion Designer under the 
brand Rina Latif (Bangladesh), Ms. Archana 
Garodia Gupta, Business woman founder, one 
of India’s premier Fashion Jewellery brands 
and  Hon’ble Justice Ms. Shiranee Tilakawar-
dane, Judge of the Supreme Court, Sri Lanka.  
The remarks of felicitation were offered by Ms. 
Shireen Arshad Khan, Chairperson AHAN, Ms. 
Saeeda Nazar, Facilitator, Pakistan Women 
Entrepreneurs Affairs  and  Ms. Hina Mansab 
Khan, Vice Chairperson SCWEC  (Pakistan) 
(Elect.). 

Altogether 15 workshops, forums, conferences were organized by SCWEC in co-
ordination with the SCWEC chapters.
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tion of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry (FNCCI) and Nepalese Young En-
trepreneurs forum (NYEF) organized Young 
Entrepreneur’s Summit- South Asia (YES-SA) 
2013, under the theme “Engine of the nation” 
on 19th-21st September 2013 in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. 

Aimed at sharing best corporate strategies 
and empowering positive business thinking, 
the Summit was organised in partnership with 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation: fur die freiheit, 
Regional Directorate, New Delhi. The summit 
provide youth of South Asia, a platform to cre-
ate network, exchange of information, share 
knowledge on best business practices and 
ethics in view of changes taking place across 
the world and South Asia.

A 3-day Summit commenced with inaugural 
session held in the evening of 19th Septem-
ber inaugurated by Chief Guest, Mr Lila Mani 
Paudel, Chief Secretary Government of Ne-
pal. Mr. Saurabh Jyoti, Chairperson SYEF, 
Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice Presi-
dent SAARC CCI (Nepal), Mr. Suraj Vaidya 
, President, FNCCI, Mr. Annisul Huq, Imme-
diate Past President , SAARC CCI, H.E. Mr. 
Alf Arne Ramslien, Ambassador of Norway in 
Nepal. Prior to that an introductory video pres-
entation entitled “Chariots of Fire” was made 
to enthuse the spark of innovation and entre-
preneurship followed by welcome remarks of 
Mr. Samir Thapa, President, NYEF.

The inaugural session was followed by techni-
cal sessions held in next two days.  The event 
succeeded in bringing together more than four 
hundred young entrepreneurs from Nepal and 
across South Asian region, diplomats and 
journalists.

3rd SAARC CCI Young En-
trepreneur’s Summit

Inspired by overwhelming success of the Ist 
and the 2nd South Asian Young Entrepre-
neurs Forum (SYEF) held in Kathmandu in 
2012 and 2013, the SAARC Chamber of Com-
merce & industry (SAARC CCI) organized the 
3rd Edition of SYEF (Ist in Pakistan) under the 
theme of “Youth in Asian Century: Making a 
Global Niche”  in collaboration with the Fed-
eration of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry(FPCCI) in partnership with Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation: fur die freiheit on Feb-

SAARC CCI Youth Convention: “Light Tomorrow 
with Today”

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry in collaboration with Bhutan Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry organized a Youth Conference under the theme 
“SAARC CCI Youth Convention: Light Tomorrow with Today” Supported by Frie-
drich Naumann Foundation.

In Paro, Bhutan, HRH Ashi Sonam Dechen Wangchuck, Hon’ble President, Bhu-
tan National Legal Institute graced the seminar with her presence as the Chief 
Guest. Mr. Thinley Palden Dorji, Vice President, SAARC CCI (Bhutan) deliver the 

Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, SAARC CCI presenting SAARC CCI official 
crest to Her Royal Highness Princess of Bhutan, Ms. Sonam Dechan Wang- chuck, 
during SAARC CCI Youth Convention: “Light Tomorrow with Today” on 21stApril 
2012, in Paro, Bhutan. 

 (L-R) Mr. Samir Thapa, President, NYEF, H.E. MR. Alf Arne Ramslien, Ambassa-
dor of Norway in Nepal, Mr. Padma Jyoti, Former President, SAARC CCI, Mr Lila 
Mani Paudel, Chief Secretary Government of Nepal, Mr. Annisul Huq, Immediate 
Past President, SAARC CCI, Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice President of 
SAARC CCI (Nepal) and Mr. Saurabh Jyoti, Chairman SCYEF.

Welcome address while Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General, SAARC CCI moder-
ated the inaugural session. The seminar was organized with an objective to broad-
en scope of the SAARC Chamber’s Young Entrepreneurs Forum by inviting the 
leading personalities from various walks of life who can add value and share their 
knowledge and expertise and compliment the efforts of the forum towards making 
SAARC a more vibrant region. 

Young Entrepreneur’s Summit- South Asia (YES-
SA) 2013:

The SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry in collaboration with the Federa-
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Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SAARC CCI presenting SAARC CCI official 
crest to Hon’ble Ch. Muhammad Sarwar, Governor Punjab, Pakistan.

 Hon’ble Ch. Muhammad Sarwar, Governor 
of Punjab inaugurated the conference as 
Chief Guest of Forum. Hon’ble Engr. Khur-
ram Dastagir, Minister for Commerce & Tex-
tiles, Pakistan also grace the event as special 
guest and address the inaugural session.  
The inaugural session was also addressed 
by Mr. Saurabh Jyoti, Chairman, SCYEF, Mr. 
Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, Mr. Iftikhar 
Ali Malik, Vice President (Pakistan), Mr. Tariq 
Sayeed, Former President, Mr. Annisul Huq, 
Immediate Former President, Mr. Pradeep Ku-
mar Shrestha, Vice President (Nepal) and Mr. 
Zulfiqar Ali Bader, Vice Chairman SYEF (Pa-
kistan). The inaugural session concluded with 
Fashion show and dinner.

The second day of the conference, four ses-
sion including the valedictory session were 
held, which was addressed by the prominent 
businessmen and Youth of South Asia. The 
conference succeeded in bringing the a size-
able participation of youth from Pakistan and 
across the region. The conference concluded 
with gala dinner hosted by Federation of Paki-
stan chambers of Commerce & Industry. 

ruary 14-15, 2014 at Lahore- the socio-culture and commercial hub of Pakistan.      

The forum was an initiative to bring together young business professionals and 
leaders from various business sectors of South Asian countries and aims at fabri-
cating a new league of young business leaders from the region that are equipped 
with the knowledge and ability to meet the challenges of the dynamic business 
world.  





SAARC CCI Meetings 
(EC & GA)
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mar Shrestha (Nepal) and Mr. Thinley Palden 
Dorji, (Bhutan) and Secretary General, Mr. 
Iqbal Tabish, were also present during the 
meeting. The main agenda items of the meet-
ing included mechanism for broadening the 
scope of representation for the Private Sec-
tor in SAARC CCI, mechanism regarding fund 
generation for managing day to day affairs of 
SAARC CCI, adoption of LEADS forum as an 

The 54th Executive Committee Meeting of SAARC CCI 

The 54th Executive Committee Meeting of SAARC CCI was held in Delhi on 
January 24, 2012 under the chair of newly elected President of SAARC CCI, Mr. 
Vikramjit Singh Sahney. 

While chairing the meeting Mr. Sahney presented a detailed policy statement for 
the year 2012-13, which included improving linkage between SAARC CCI and 
SAARC Secretariat, Institutional Capacity-building of SAARC CCI, SAARC CCI 
Representation in SAARC Ministerial and Summit Level, Liberal Visa Regime in 
South, Business promotion model to enhance economic cooperation in South 
Asia, Sectoral initiatives for Promotion of Joint Ventures in mutually interested are-
as, Encouraging people-to-people interaction through socio-cultural and business 
delegations, Image building of SAARC CCI as a true consultative body to SAARC 
on economic issues, Transformation of SAARC CCI into R&D Based institution, 
Encouragement and Promotion of Membership, Global outreach Strategy for 

(L-R) Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General, 
SAARC CCI, Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice Presi-
dent, SAARC CCI (Pakistan), Mr. Vikramjit S. 
Sahney, President, SAARC CCI.

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, Mr. 
Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General and Mr. Tariq 
Sayeed, former President of SAARC CCI

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SAARC CCI while delivering his policy state-
ment. 

Striking new partnerships with International Organizations and Funds generation 
mechanism for SAARC CCI Headquarters Building. The house highly appreciated 
the policy statement. He also complimented the outgoing Executive Committee 
Members of SAARC CCI under the dynamic leadership of Mr. Annisul Huq for their 
dedicated efforts to make SAARC CCI a more efficient organization. He stated 
that the overwhelming success of SAARC CCI Youth Convention “LEAD 2012”, 
held in Dhaka in January 2012, the 4th SAARC Business Leaders Conclave held 
in September 2011 and the Term Report of SAARC CCI 2010- 2011 were very 
strong evidences that SAARC CCI remained very active during the Presidency of 
Mr. Annisul Huq. He highly appreciated Mr. Huq and his team of young and dy-
namic Vice Presidents, EC members, SAARC Chamber’s Secretariat and its focal 
points in all National Chambers/Federation for their contribution. At the occasion, 
Mr. Sahney also announced for establishing Women Empowerment Centre in all 
SAARC countries to be funded by Sun International Pvt., Ltd. which would not only 
offer different vocational training courses but also help creating employment op-
portunities for women. 

The 55th Executive Committee Meeting of SAARC CCI 

The 55th Executive Committee Meeting of SAARC Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry was held on 21st April 2012 in Paro, Bhutan under the chair of Mr. Vikramjit 
Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI. Snr Vice President Mr. Ahmed Mujuthaba 
and Vice Presidents including Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik (Pakistan), Mr. Pradeep Ku-

annual event of SAARC CCI, Constitution of 
Steering Committee for 5th SAARC Business 
Leaders Conclave and Formation of Commit-
tee on promotion of “Made in SAARC Exhibi-
tion”.

The 56th Executive Committee 
Meeting of SAARC CCI 

The 56th Executive Committee Meeting of 
SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
was held on 13th July 2012 in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka under the Chair of Mr. Vikramjit Singh 
Sahney, President, SAARC CCI. At this occa-
sion, SAARC CCI Immediate Past President 
Mr. Annisul Huq and former President Mr. 
Tariq Sayeed were also present. Other re-
spected members including SAARC CCI Vice 
Presidents Mr. Mahendra Pramar, (India), 
Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik (Pakistan), Mr. Kosala 
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meeting.

The 58th Executive Meeting of 
SAARC CCI

The 58th Executive Meeting of SAARC CCI 
held in Male, Maldives on August 17, 2013 un-
der the chair of Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, 
President, SAARC CCI. Hon’ble Trade and 
Tourism Ministers of Maldives also grace the 
occasion with their presence and addressed 
the members. Trade and Tourism Ministers of 
Maldives have urged for tangible and resulted-
oriented measures to spur up the economic 
integration process in South Asia and to move 
SAFTA at required pace. Hon’ble Mohammad 
Ahmed, Trade Minister of Maldives suggest-
ed for action-oriented public-private partner-
ship model to unleash the true potential and 
strengthen the regional mechanism. He invited 

Wikramnayake (Sri Lanka) and Secretary General, Mr. Iqbal Tabish, were also 
present in the meeting. The house unanimously approved the minutes of last Ex-
ecutive Committee Meeting held in Paro, Bhutan. The major agenda items discuss 
during 56th EC meeting includes strategy to activate SAARC CCI councils and 
amendment in the SAARC CCI constitution clause regarding Associate Member-
ship. During the meeting Hon’ble Mr. S. J. B. Madhukar Rana, Former Finance 
Minister of Nepal also made a presentation on role of SAARC CCI in Changes 
Global Scenario.

The 57th Executive Committee Meeting and 18th General 
Assembly of SAARC CCI

The 57th Executive Committee Meeting and 18th General Assembly of the SAARC 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SAARC CCI) was held in joint session on 21st 
April 2013 at Kathmandu, Nepal under the Chairmanship of Mr. Vikramjit Singh 
Sahney.
President SAARC CCI appreciated the management of the Federation of Nepa-
lese Chambers of Commerce & Industry for hosting the meeting and also thanked 
Mr. Suraj Vaidya for extending very warm hospitality to the delegates.  To broaden 

(L-R) Mr. Kosala Wickramanayke, Vice Presi-
dent, SAARC CCI (Sri Lanka), Mr. Pradeep 
Kumar Sharestha, Vice President, SAARC 
CCI (Nepal), Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice Presi-
dent, SAARC CCI (Pakistan), Mr. Annisul Huq, 
Immediate Past President, SAARC CCI, Mr. 
Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC 
CCI, Hon’ble Mohammad Ahmed, Trade Min-
ister of Maldives and Hon’ble Mohammad 
Adeeb, Tourism Minister of Maldives.

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SAARC CCI is chairing the joint session of 
57th Executive Committee and 18th General Assembly on April 21, 2013 at Kath-
mandu, Nepal. Other (L-R) includes, Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice President, 
SAARC CCI ( Nepal), Dasho Ugen Tsechup Dorji, President Bhutan CCI and for-
mer President SAARC CCI, Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General and Mr. Annisul 
Huq, Immediate Past President SAARC CCI are seen in the photograph.

the scope of representation of the private sector, the General Assembly of SAARC 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SAARC CCI) approved the amendment in the 
constitution, which would allow national level chambers/confederations/business 
associations other than the founder member federations/National Chambers from 
South Asian countries to join SAARC CCI as member organizations. 

The General Assembly also endorsed other several decisions of the Executive 
Committee as a constitutional requirement, including approval of activity report and 
audited accounts, annual calendar of activities, formation of Council on Intellectual 
Property Rights and Patron/Life members applications. 

More than 50 members (except Maldives) from South Asian countries including Mr. 
Jashimuddin (Bangladesh CCI), Mr. Thinly Palden Dorji (Bhutan), Mr. Mahendra 
Parmar (India), Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha (Nepal), Vice Presidents of SAARC 
CCI Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik (Pakistan) and Former President SAARC CCI from Bang-
ladesh Mr. Annisul Huq and Dashop Ugen Tsechup Dorji, former President of 
SAARC CCI from Bhutan and current President of Bhutan CCI and Mr. Azrakhsh 
Hafezi, Chairman International Committee of ACCI(Afghanistan) also attended the 

the business leaders from South Asia to take 
advantage of the open economic policies of 
Maldives and invest in areas of mutual ben-
efits including renewable energy, tourism, ho-
tels and hospitality industry.

Hon’ble Mohammad Adeeb, tourism Minister 
informed that tourism was the fastest growing 
sector of Maldivian economy, projecting arrival 
of more than 1.0 million tourists in 2013. He 
identified shortfall of hotels sought FDI in mul-
ti-specialty hospitals, while referring Govern-
ment plan envisioned for Maldives as Health 
Tourism destination.  President SAARC CCI 
briefed the Maldivian Ministers about role and 
functioning of the organization and sought 
their assistance for free movement of busi-
ness people across South Asia, which was 
inevitable for promotion of economic coopera-
tion. Immediate former President of SAARC 
CCI, Mr. Annisul Huq (Bangladesh), Mr. Is-
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on 19th April 2014 in Bandos Island, Maldives. 
This was the last Executive Committee & Gen-
eral Assembley Meetings of SAARC CCI  un-
der the President of Mr. Sahney. Mr. Sahney, 
a leading businessman from India while relin-
quishing his services presented brief report of 
the activities during his term 2012-13 in the 
joint session of the 59th and 60th Executive 
Committee and the 19th General Assembly 
Meetings.

The Committee while greatly appreciating the 
performance of the outgoing President, ap-

mail Asif, Vice President Maldives National Chamber of Commerce & Industry, 
Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, VP( Nepal), Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President 
(Pakistan), Mr. Kosala Wikramanayake, VP (Sri Lanka) also presented their view 
point during interactive session with Maldivian Ministers. Mr. Jashimuddin, Vice 
President SAARC CCI (Bangladesh) was also present at the occasion. 

Including office bearers of SAARC CCI, about 40 representatives from all national 
Chambers/ Federations Executive Committee Members participated in the 58th 
Executive Committee Meetings and discussed the future action agenda to help 
promote regional economic cooperation. The meeting was convened by Mr. Iqbal 
Tabish, Secretary General of SAARC CCI.

The 59th Executive Meeting of SAARC CCI

The 59th Executive Committee Meeting  of SAARC CCI held in Delhi, India on 
2014 under the chair of Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI. In 
addition  to incumbent EC Members of SAARC CCI from SAARC countries Mr. 
Annisul Huq, Immediate Former President, SAARC CCI, Mr. Tariq Sayeed, Former 
President, SAARC  CCI also attend the meeting.

During the meeting the house appreciated unanimously appraised the overwhelm-
ing  success of the 5th SAARC Business Leaders 59th  Executive Committee 
Meeting: Conclave, on 16-17th Jan, 2014 in Delhi. 

The house highly appreciated President and his team of young and dynamic Vice 

(L-R) Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, 
SAARC CCI, Hon’ble Mohammad Adeeb, 
Tourism Minister of Maldives and Mr. Ismail 
Asif , President (elect) , SAARC CCI.

(L-R) Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice President (Nepal), Mr Asif Ismail, Upcom-
ing President, Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary 
General, Mr. Annisul Huq, Immediate former President, Mr. Tariq Sayeed, Former 
& Founder President of SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry and Mr. Md. 
JashimUddin (Vice President), Bangladesh .

Presidents, SAARC Chamber’s Secretariat officials and its focal points in all Na-
tional Chambers/ Federations for giving new  dimensions to SAARC CCI by brining 
all Commerce Ministers of SAARC countries at SAARC chamber Platform. The 
house unanimously approved the agenda of 58th Executive Committee Meeting 
held in Male, Maldives. The house also discussed in detail the forthcoming Made 
in India Show in Lahore, Pakistan,  organized by federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce & Industry. 

Mr.Saurabh Jyoti, Chairman, SAARC Young Entrepreneur Forum and Director, 
Jyoti Group of Companies (Nepal) & Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bader, Vice Chairman, SYEF 
(Pakistan) appraised the house about forthcoming SAARC Young Entrepreneurs 
Summit Schedule in Lahore, Pakistan.  

The 60th Executive Meeting of SAARC CCI

The 59th Executive Committee & 19th General Assembley Meeting of SAARC CCI 
was held under the chair of Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SAARC CCI 

proved term report and the annual audit of 
SAARC CCI along with endorsement of other 
important decisions taken in 57th, 58th and 
59th Executive by General Assembly. The 
house also appreciated Iqbal Tabish, Secre-
tary General of SAARC CCI for execution of 
decisions in constitutional framework and his 
hard work to successfully steer the functioning 
of the organisation.

The meeting was attended by representa-
tives from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. SAARC CCI 
delegation from Pakistan was led by former 
President Tariq Sayeed while Zakria Usman, 
President FPCCI led 14- members delegation 
comprising Zubair Ahmed Malik, Immediate 
Past President FPCCI, Mian Shaukat Ahmed, 
Snr. Vice President FPCCI and Executive 
Committee Members i.e. Saifuddin Zoom-
kawala, Hameed Akhtar Chadda, Fazal Elahi, 
Shahzada Alam. and Luqman Yehya.

Begum Munawwara Hakum Ali, newly ap-
pointed Vice President SAARC CCI led Bang-
ladeshi delegation. Mr. B.K.Bijoria, Mr. Vinod 
Juneja and Mr. Rakesh Muthra represented 
India. Dr. Debadi, Dg-FNCCI (Nepal), Tissa 
Jayaweera newly appointed Vice President 
and Mr. Kosala Wickramanayake, outgoing 
Vice President of SAARC CCI represented 
Sri Lanka while Maldives was represented by 
Mohammad Rasheed, Vice President,  Ismail 
Noordin and Muhammad Atif.



Global Partners 
Activities
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Trade Investment, was held in Chengdu City 
of Sichuan Province of the People’s Republic 
of China. In absence of Mr. Vikramjit Singh 
Sahney, President SAARC CCI, Mr. Tariq 
Sayeed, Former President represented the 
South Asian Business Community who ad-
dressed the inaugural session along with Dep-
uty Governor.  The seminar was addressed 
by Ambassadors of Bangladesh, Nepal and 
Maldives, diplomatic corps representatives 
from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
President FNCCI, President and Vice Presi-

The 7th China South Asia Business Forum (CSABF), June 
5-7, 2012

The 7th China South Asia Business Forum was organized under the theme Build-
ing Bridges through Socio-Economic Cooperation. The forum was jointly inaugu-
rated by Hon’ble Senior Federal Minister for Commerce, Mr. Makhdum Amin Fa-
him and Mr. Wang Jinzhen, Vice Chairman of China Council for the Promotion of 
International Trade. 

The inaugural session of 7th CSABF was also addresses by Hon’ble Mr. Gu 
Zhaoxi, Vice Governor of the People’s Government of Yunnan Province, H.E Mr. 
Syed Ashraful Islam, Minister of Local Government, Rural Development & Co-
operatives, Bangladesh, Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Mohamed, Minister of Ministry of 
Economic Development of Maldives, Hon’ble  Mr. Rishard Bathiudeen Sri Lanka 
Industry & Commerce Minister, Hon’ble  Dr. Sahruddin Sahar, Afghan Deputy Min-
ister of Commerce & Industries, Mr.Topgyal Dorji, President Bhutan Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry and Mr. Lal Mani Joshi, Secretary of Minister for Commerce 
and Supplies of Nepal.

In absence of Mr. Vikramajit Singh Sahney, President SAARC CCI, Mr. Tariq Say-

Mr.  Annisul Huq, Immediate Past President, SAARC CCI while addressing 7th 
China South Asia Business forum. 

(L-R) Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, 
SAARC CCI, Hon’ble Mohammad Adeeb, 
Tourism Minister of Maldives and Mr. Ismail 
Asif , President (elect) , SAARC CCI.

Mr. Tariq Sayeed, Former & Founder Presi-
dent, SAARC CCI, presents  SAARC CCI Offi-
cial crest to CACCI President Amb. Benedicto 
Yujuico on the occasion of  signing MoU. (L) 
Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice President 
SAARC CCI (Nepal) and Mr. Suraj Vaidya, 
President, FNCCI also present at the occa-
sion.

eed, former President represented South Asian Private Sector. At this occasion, 
a goodwill message by President SAARC CCI was relayed through Video Confer-
ence. Mr. Annisul Huq, Immediate Past President, SAARC CCI, Mr.  Md. Jashimud-
din, Vice President, SAARC CCI (Bangladesh), Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice 
President, SAARC CCI (Nepal), Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President, SAARC CCI  
(Pakistan), Mr. Kosala Wickramanayake, Vice President, SAARC CCI ( Sri Lanka) 
also addressed the session.  

The inaugural session was followed by two technical sessions i.e.” Innovative Ide-
as for Trade and Investment between China and South Asia” & “Important break-
throughs in Economic Cooperation between China and South Asia” which were 
addressed by prominent speakers from South Asian countries and China. The 
Business Forum was attended by top Chinese leadership of Yunnan province and 
dignitaries of South Asian countries.

3rd Sichuan-South Asia Business Promotion Seminar

 The 3rd Sichuan- South Asia Business Promotion Seminar under the theme of 
“Reach Consensus and Take Golden Opportunities” --Industrial Transfer and 

dent FPCCI, Director FICCI, FBCCI and rep-
resentatives from MNCCI also addressed the 
session, which was moderated by Secretary 
General, SAARC CCI.  

SAARC CCI Sign MOU with 
CACCI

During the 26th CACCI Conference, SAARC 
CCI and CACCI inked a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU), on October 5th, 2012 in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. The both organizations 
expressed their willingness to extend coopera-

tion to promote economic cooperation includ-
ing exchange of trade delegations, participa-
tion in conferences, exhibitions and business 
related activities and exchange of information 



Term Report 2012-2013

SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry  - www.saarcchamber.org

41

pervision in order to moving towards inclusive 
and sustainable in South Asia. The SDPI sum-
mit, which brings together the largest gather-
ing of experts from the region is therefore an 
excellent efforts from the region, is therefore 
an excellent effort to give policy input in mul-
tiple areas.

World Intellectual Property Day 
Celebrations - 2013

Seminar on Intellectual Property Rights “Crea-
tivity - The Next Generation” To commemo-
rate World Intellectual Property Rights Day, 
the SAARC Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (SAARC CCI) in collaboration with Is-
lamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI) and Intellectual Property Organization 
of Pakistan (IPO-Pakistan) organised a semi-
nar under the theme of “Creativity – the next 
generation” on Friday, the 26th April, 2013 in 
the Conference Hall of Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (ICCI), Islamabad.

about trade, economy and investment on reciprocal basis. Mr. Tariq Sayeed, for-
mer President signed MoU in behalf of President Vikrmajit Singh Sahney and Ex-
ecutive Committee of SAARC CCI with President CACCI Amb. Benedicto Yujuico.

5th South Asia Economic Summit 2012

The 5th South Asia Economic Summit 2012 was recently concluded in Islamabad 
which framed the recommendations for the 18th Summit of South Asian Asso-
ciation for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), to be held in Nepal. The Summit was 
inaugurated by Syed Naveed Qamar, the Hon’ble Federal Minister of Defense, 
Govt of Pakistan. The inaugural session was also addressed by Hon’ble Jairam 
Ramesh, Minister for Rural Development, Govt of India, Hon’ble Sham L. Bathi-
ja, Minister Senior Adviser for Economic Affairs to the President of Afghanistan, 

(L-R) Hon’ble Ms. Hina Rabbani Khar, Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs, Govt of 
Pakistan, Mr. Rehman Sobhan, Chairman, Centre for Policy Dialogue, Bangladesh, 
Mr. Annisul Huq, Past President SAARC CCI (Bangladesh) and Mr. Nihal Rodrigo, 
Former Secretary General SAARC at the Valedictory session of the Summit.

Mr. Zafar Bakhtawari, President , Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry presenting 
official crest to Director General IPO-Pakistan 
Mr. Tarik Feroze at the occasion of seminar. 

Hon’ble Rajiva Wijesinha, Member of Parliament, Sri Lanka, Mr. Gowher Rizvi, 
International Affairs Adviser to the Prime Minister, Bangladesh and Mr.Yuba Raj 
Khatiwada, Governor Central Bank of Nepal. 

The Economic Summit was organized by sustainable Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI) a think-tank in Islamabad, Pakistan. The Summit attracted 150 delegates 
from across the region including 114 speakers, celebrated personalities from the 
region including ministers, economists and civil society members and focused on 
issues relating to South Asia economic outlook, impacts of global financial crisis, 
regional trade, energy cooperation, transport connectivity, women empowerment, 
engaging youth and Diaspora for economic growth. The SAARC Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry was actively involved in the Economic Summit and hosted a 
dinner and musical evening in honour of the delegates. Mr. Annisul Huq, Immdi-
ate Past President SAARC CCI, addressed the valedictory session, whereas Mr. 
Iftikhar Malik, Vice President, SAARC CCI (Pakistan) while delivering special re-
marks at the gala dinner. Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice President, SAARC 
CCI (Nepal) addressed the session on “Regional Trade in Agriculture: Prospects 
for South Asia” and Mr. Thinley Palden Dorji, Vice President, SAARC CCI (Bhu-
tan), addressed  the session on “Transport & Logistics Corridors: South Asian Out-
look” . The sessions were also addressed by Mr. Zubair Ahmed Malik, President 
FPCCI (Pakistan), chaired the session on “Potential Supply Chains in South Asia: 
Identification & Prospects” while Mr. Iqbal Tabish presented paper on Competition 
policies in South Asia and Consumer rights. 

The Summit underlined the importance of setting up of SA Commission on Envi-
ronment, a Social Accountability Framework for Saarc as a regional organisation 
and agreements under Saarc summits, convergence of regional trade agreements 
towards norms agreed in SAFTA, increasing the capacity of institutions that can 
operationalise SAFTA, conventions on migration to protect the rights of migrants 
across SA and setting up of national commissions to expediently address in-coun-
try constraints to connectivity which includes infrastructure, management and su-

The objective of the seminar was to create 
awareness amongst the business community 
about IPR issues and to enlighten them chal-
lenged faced by South Asian countries pertain-
ing to Patents, Trademarks, Copyrights, Geo-
graphical Indications etc.

Renowned experts, public and private sec-
tor practitioners like Dr. Arshad Ali, Director 
General SEECS-NUST and Mr. Muhammad 
Siddique, Ex-Collector Customs who made 
presentations on “Experience in Introducing 
IP course for university students” and “Role of 
Pakistan Customs in Enforcement of IPRs” re-
spectively. Prior to that Mr. Muhammad Ismail, 
Deputy Director (PBR/SME) made presenta-
tion on IP Management in Pakistan: Theme 
of the Year “Creativity the Next Generation” 
followed by presentation made by Ms. Nadia 
Shah, Deputy Director (Law) on “Trademark 
and Geographical Indications as Economic 
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4th Sichuan-South Asia Busi-
ness Promotion Seminar

4th Sichuan-South Asia Business Promotion 
Seminar was organized by Chinese Council 
for Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT) 
Sichuan Council at Chengdu. The seminar 
was inaugurated by H.E. Gan Lin, Vice Gov-
ernor of Sichuan Province of the People’s Re-
public of China. Addressing at the inaugural 
session, H.E said that Sichuan Province is 
abundant of energy resources and can help 
South Asian countries to overcome energy 
crisis.” He offered the Private Sector of South 
Asia to benefit from the experience of power 
generation and manufacturing enterprises of 
the province to address energy challenges.

Tools for Business Development”. Mr. Ismail also shared the Message of Honor-
able Prime Minister of Pakistan in pretext of the World IPR Day.

The seminar was attended by approximately 100 participants from various walks 
of life predominantly by Private Sector representatives.

8th China-South Asia Business Forum (CSABF)

The 8th China-South Asia Business Forum (CSABF) organized by China Centre 
for Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT) Yunnan Province of PRC in collabo-
ration with SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry on 6th June 2013 at Kun-
ming city of the Yunnan Province of China. 

H.E. Mr. Li Jiheng, Governor of Yunnan Province, Inaugurated the forum which 
was also addressed by H.E. Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General of South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), H.E. Khalid Masood, Ambassa-
dor of Pakistan to China, Founder and former President of SAARC CCI Mr. Tariq 

(L-R) Ms. Tan Yun, Vice Secretary General of CCPIT, Yunnan Sub-Council, Mr. 
Macky Hashim, Former President. SAARC CCI, Mr. Wang Kailiang, Chairman of 
CCPIT, Yunnan Sub-Council, Mr. Yu Ping, Vice Chairman of CCPIT, Mr. Tariq Say-
eed, Former & Founder President of SAARC CCI.

(L-R) Mr. Zubair Ahmed Malik, President FP-
CCI, Mr. Iqbal Tabish, SG-SCCI, Mr. Kosala 
Wikramanayake, VP-SCCI (Sri Lanka).

Sayeed, Mr. Macky Hashim, former President of SAARC CCI from Sri Lanka, Mr. 
Zubair Ahmed Malik, President FPCCI, Mr. Yu Ping, Vic Chairman, CCPIT (Bei-
jing), Secretary Ministry of Industries and trade, Government of Sri Lanka, Mr. 
Rafique Ahmed, President of FIEO, India, Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General, 
SAARC CCI and Mr. Zaki Akram Uddin, President of FBCCI, Bangladesh who 
chaired the session.

The Leaders from South Asian countries have urged for deeper economic coop-
eration with People’s Republic of China (PRC), stating that China-south Asia eco-
nomic cooperation would change the Global economic order to add prosperity to 
global prosperity. Since the creation of this platform in 2006, a visible improvement 
in trade between China and South Asia has been witnessed, exceeding from $ 30 
billion in 2007 to $ 93 billion in 2012, which they termed as below potential while 
comparing it with China’s trade with ASEAN, which has crossed $ 400 billion. They 
appreciated that the Forum has been instrumental in deepening the cooperation 
between two great civilizations of the World, which would bounce back as eco-
nomic power in near future.

Mr. Tariq Sayeed, former President of SAARC 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SAARC 
CCI) who led the South Asian business del-
egation asked the Chinese enterprises to help 
South Asian countries to develop required 
infrastructure for power generation stating 
that the region of South Asian was faced with 
energy deficit of more than 70,000 MW.  The 
seminar was also addressed by Mr. Zubair 
Ahmed Malik, President of the FPCCI (Paki-
stan),  Abdul Hossain Fahim, President ACCI 
(Afghanistan), Mir Shahabuddin Mohammad, 
Secretary General FBCCI (Bangladesh), Mr. 
Atul Shunglu, Deputy Sec. General, FICCI (In-
dia), Mr. Ismail Asif, Vice President, MNCCI 
(Maldives), Mr. Anoop Bhattarai, President 
NCEC (Nepal), Mr. Kosala Wikramanayake, 
President IBC and Vice President SAARC CCI 
(Sri Lanka), H.E. Muhammad Azizul Haque, 
Ambassador Bangladesh and H.E. Moham-
mad Rasheed, Ambassador of Maldives. The 
session was presided over by Iqbal Tabish, 
Secretary General of SAARC CCI. 
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Mr. Annisul Huq, Outgoing President, SAARC CCI is handing 
over the flag of SAARC CCI to Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, the 
newly elected President of SAARC CCI in presence of Hon’ ble 
Anand Sharma, Commerce Minister of India and Mr. R V Kanoria,      
President, FICCI during SAARC CCI Succession ceremony.

Hon’ ble Anand Sharma, Commerce Minister, Govt of India pins 
emblem of SAARC CCI to newly elected President of SAARC 
CCI, Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney during SAARC CCI Succession 
ceremony in New Delhi, India.

(L-R) Mr. Shashi Tharoor, Member Parliament, Govt of India, Mr. 
Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI (elect), Ms. Sha-
bana Azmi, Bolly wood Actor, during SAARC CCI South Asian 
Business Summit, in New Delhi, India.

(L-R) Muhammad Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General, SAARC CCI, 
Mr. Annisul Huq, President, SAARC CCI, Mr. Vikramjit Singh 
Sahney, President (Elect), SAARC CCI, Hon’ ble Anand Sharma, 
Commerce Minister of India and Mr. R V Kanoria, President, FIC-
CI while Inaugurating SAARC CCI Succession ceremony & South 
Asian Business Summit, in New Delhi, India.

Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, SAARC CCI while presiding 
the Executive Committee meeting.Others (L-R) includes Mr. Iqbal 
Tabish, Secretary General, SAARC CCI & Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, 
Vice President, SAARC CCI (Pakistan) on 21st April, 2012, in 
Paro, Bhutan.  

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI address the 
Business Summit in New Delhi, India.
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Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President SAARC CCI presenting offi-
cial crest to Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bhutan Mr. Jigme Thinley 
during SAARC CCI, conference on “Climate Change and Energy 
Cooperation in South Asia” on 22nd April, 2012, in Paro, Bhutan. 

Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice President (Nepal), Mr. Iftikhar 
Ali Malik, Vice President (Pakistan), Mr Vikramjit S. Sahney, Presi-
dent and Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary General of SAARC CCI joint-
ly presenting SAARC CCI official crest to Hon’ble Patali Champika 
Ranawaka, Minister for Power and Energy of Sri Lanka.

Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bhutan Mr. Jigme Thinley, while ad-
dressing SAARC CCI conference on “Climate Change and Energy 
Cooperation in South Asia” on 22nd April, 2012, in Paro, Bhutan. 

Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, SAARC CCI presenting 
SAARC CCI official crest to Her Royal Highness Princess of Bhu-
tan, Ms. Sonam Dechan Wang- chuck, during SAARC CCI Youth 
Convention: “Light Tomorrow with Today” on 21stApril 2012, in 
Paro, Bhutan. 

Group Photo taken at the occasion of Youth Convention: “Light 
Tomorrow with Today” on 21st April 2012, in Paro, Bhutan. (L-R)  
Mr. Kinlay Wangchuk, Managing Director, Radio Valley 99.9.F.M, 
Mr. Sau- robh Jyoti, VC- SYEF, Nepal , Ms. Dechhen Pelden, 
Bhutan, Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Bader, Vice Chairman, SYEF, Pakistan, 
Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice President SAARC-CCI (Ne-
pal) Mr. Vikram- jit S. Sahney, President, SAARC CCI, Ms. Saba 
Gul, Co-Founder and Executive Director, Business and Life Skills 
School (BLISS), Pakistan, Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President, 
SAARC CCI (Pakistan) and MS Bhutan 2012.

Hon’ble Lyonpo Khandu Wangchuck, Minister for Economic Af-
fairs, Bhutan while greeting with Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, Presi- 
dent SAARC CCI in presence of Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bhutan 
Mr. Jigme Thinley,  during SAARC CCI conference on “Climate 
Change and Energy Cooperation in South Asia” on 22nd April, 
2012, in Paro, Bhutan. 
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(L-R) Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, Mr Ahmed Mujuthaba, 
Snr.VP (Maldives),  of SAARC CCI during the conference on “Cli-
mate Change and Energy Cooperation in South Asia” on 22nd 
April, 2012, in Paro, Bhutan.

Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, SAARC CCI at Lightening the 
Lamp ceremony while inaugurating seminar on “Trade Facilitation 
in South Asia” in presence of  H.E Professor G.L. Peiris, Minister 
for External Affairs, Government of Sri Lanka, Mr. Tariq Sayeed, 
former President, SAARC CCI, Mr. Kumar Mallimaratchi, Presi-
dent FCCISL & Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President SAARC CCI 
(Pakistan), on 13 July, 2012, in  Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, SAARC CCI presenting 
SAARC CCI official crest to Hon’ble Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of 
Economic Development, Govt of Sri Lanka. Mr. Iqbal Tabish Sec-
retary General, SAARC CCI and Mr. Kosala Wikramnayake, Vice 
President, SAARC CCI (Sri Lanka) also seen in the picture, on 14 
July, 2012, in  Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

(L-R) Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, SAARC CCI, Mr.Iftikhar 
Ali Malik, Vice President, SAARC CCI, Mr. Hameed Akhter 
Chadda, GA Member, SAARC CCI and Mr. Malik Sohail Hussain, 
Chairmain, Media & Protocol-FPCCI along other respected mem-
bers of WPO during their visit to Delhi, India in April, 2012.

Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, SAARC CCI & Mr. Ghulam Ali, 
Famous Pakistani classical Singer during WPO Pakistan Chapter 
delegation visit to Delhi, India in April, 2012.

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI during the 
meeting with Hon’ble  Basil Rajapaksa,  Minister of Economic 
Development, Govt of Sri Lanka during his visit to Colombo, Sri 
Lanka, on 14 July, 2012, in  Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
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(L-R) Mr. Kosala Wikramnayake, Vice President, SAARC CCI (Sri 
Lanka), Hon’ble SJB Rana, Former Finance Minister, Govt of Ne-
pal, Mr. Vikramjit S. Singh, President, SAARC CCI, H.E Professor 
G.L. Peiris, Minister for External Affairs, Government of Sri Lanka, 
Mr. Kumar Mallimaratchi, President FCCISL, Mr. Subodh Kumar, 
Ex- ecutives Programes, FNF, Mr. Tariq Sayeed, & Mr. Annisul 
Huq Former Presidents of SAARC CCI during the inaugural ses-
sion of the seminar on “Trade Facilitation in South Asia” on 13th 
July, 2012, in  Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

SAARC CCI 56th Executive Committee meeting held under the 
Chair of President, Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney: (L-R) Mr. Kumar 
Mallimaratchi, President FCCISL, Mr. Kosala Wikramnayake, Vice 
President (Sri Lanka), Mr. Annisul Huq Im- mediate Past Presi-
dent, Mr. Vikramjit S. Singh, President, Mr. Iqbal Tabish, Secretary 
General, Mr. Tariq Sayeed, Former Presi- dent and Mr. Iftikhar 
Ali Malik, Vice President (Pakistan), Mr. Mahendra Parmar, Vice 
President (India) of SAARC CCI, on 13 July, 2012, in  Colombo, 
Sri Lanka. 

Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney. President SAARC CCI while delivering 
his keynote address at the inaugural session of the seminar on 
“Trade Facilitation in South Asia” on 13 July, 2012, in  Colombo, 
Sri Lanka.

Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, SAARC CCI while presenting 
SAARC CCI official crest to H.E Professor G.L. Peiris, Minister 
for External Affairs, Government of Sri Lanka & Chief Guest of 
Semi- nar in presence of H.E SJB Madhukar Rana, Former Fi-
nance Min- ister of Nepal (left) and Mr. Jayarathan Herath, Deputy 
Minister of Trade and Industry, Sri Lanka (Right) during seminar 
on “Trade Facilitation in South Asia” on 13 July, 2012, in  Colombo, 
Sri Lanka. 

R-L) Ms. Fathimath Dhiyana Saeed, SG SAARC, Mr. Vikramjit 
Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI and Mr. Kosala Wikram-
nayake, Vice President, SAARC CCI (Sri Lanka). 

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI presenting 
SAARC CCI recent publication to Mr Gireesh B Pradhan, Sec-
retary, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Government of 
India, during its launching ceremony. Mr. Tariq Sayeed, Former  
President of SAARC CCI were also present at the occasion, The 
launching ceremony was took place at the conclusion of seminar 
on “ Energy Cooperation in South Asia: Commitments & New di-
mensions” on November 24, 2012, in New Delhi, India. 
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(L-R) Mr Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI, Mr. Md. 
Ghulam Hussain Commerce Secretary of Bangladesh, Dr Rajiv 
Kumar, Secretary General, FICCI, Mr Shiv Shankar Mukherjee, 
Advisor, FICCI, during a seminar in FICCI.

Mr. Vikramit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI presenting a 
SAARC CCI publication to Hon’ble Finance Minister, Abul Maal 
Abdul Muhith, Govt of Bangladesh during SAARC Finance Minis-
ter Meeting on 3rd May 2013, New Delhi, India.

Mr. Vikramit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI presenting a 
SAARC CCI publication to Mr. Omar Zakhilwal, Finance Minister 
and Chief Economic Advisor, Govt of Afghanistan, during SAARC 
Finance Minister Meeting on 3rd May 2013, New Delhi, India.

(L-R) H E, Mr. Rev Harris Majeka, High Commissioner of South 
Africa; Mr Bishnu Prasad Lamsal, Minister Economic, Embassy of 
Ne- pal; Mr Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SAARC Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry; Dr Sheel Kant Sharma, Former Sec-
retary General of SAARC; Mr R V Kanoria, President, FICCI; 
Mr Sudhir Vyas, Secretary (E R), MEA; H E Mr. Prasad Kariya 
wasam, High Commissioner of Sri Lanka; H E Mr Salman Bashir, 
High Com- missioner of Pakistan; Mr Mohammad Monirul Islam, 
Counselor - Political, Bangladesh High Commission and  H E Ma-
jor General V Namgyel, Ambassador of Bhutan during “SAARC 
Charter Day 2012” celebration on 8th December 2012, at Hotel 
Taj Mansingh road, New Delhi, India. 

Mr Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI presenting 
bouquet to Mr. Md. Ghulam Hussain Commerce Secretary of 
Bangladesh, during a seminar in FICCI. 

Group photo of the women chefs participants of the contest from 
Nepal, with H.E Mr. Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General, SAARC, 
Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, SAARC CCI and Mrs. Pramila 
Acharya Rijal, Chairperson, SCWEC.

(3rd from L-R) Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President , SAARC 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry addressing at the session 
“SAARC Ministers’ Panel – ‘Forging Enduring Ties” during FICCI 
Frames in New Delhi, India. 
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Mr. Vikramit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI presenting 
SAARC CCI publication to Hon’ble Chidambaram Palaniappan, 
Ministry of Finance, Government of India,  during SAARC Finance 
Minister Meeting on 3rd May 2013, New Delhi, India.

Mr. Vikramit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI present-
ing SAARC CCI publication to Dr. Sarath  Leelananda Bandara  
Amunugama, Former  Cabinet Minister of Public Administration 
and Home Affairs and Former Deputy Minister of Finance and 
Planning, during SAARC Finance Minister Meeting on 3rd May 
2013, New Delhi, India.

Mr. Vikramit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI presenting 
SAARC CCI publication to Hon’ble Mr. Shankar Prasad Koirala, 
Finance Minister, Govt of Nepal,  during SAARC Finance Minister 
Meeting on 3rd May 2013, New Delhi, India.

Mr. Vikramit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI presenting 
SAARC CCI publication to Hon’ble Finance Minister, Mr. Abdulla 
Jihad, Govt of Maldives,  during SAARC Finance Minister Meeting 
on 3rd May 2013, New Delhi, India.

Ms. Shazia Khushk, Singer from Pakistan and Mr. Vikramjit Singh 
Sahney, President While performing at `the cultural night organ-
ized in honor Indian delegation visit to Pakistan.

Group photo of Pakistani Businessman Delegation with Mr. Sha-
hid Malik, High Commissioner of Pakistan In India, Mr. Rajiv Ku-
mar, Secretary General, FICCI, Mr. Vikramjit Sahney, President, 
SAARC CCI. Mr. Tariq Sayeed, Former President, SAARC CCI 
and Shri Arvind Mehta, Joint Secretary, Department of Com-
merce, Govt. of India.
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The 58th Executive Committee Meeting of SAARC CCI at HIH, 
Maldives. (L-R) Mr. Kosala Wikramanayake, Vice President (Sri 
Lanka), Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice President (Nepal), 
Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President ( Pakistan), Mr Annisul Huq, 
Former President, Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, Hon’ble 
Mohammad Ahmed, Trade Minister of Maldives, Hon’ble Moham-
mad Adeeb, Tourism Minister of Maldives, Mr. Hamid Ismail, Pres-
ident, MNCCI.

Recalling Memories: President SAARC CCI presents a set of pho-
tographs taken with Mian Nawaz Sharif in late 90s.

L-R: Mr. Naeem Anwar, Minister – Trade, HCP; Mr Gulzar Fi- roz, VP, 
FPCCI; Mr Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI and Sen-
ior FICCI Executive Committee member; Mr Zubair Ahmed Malik, 
President, FPCCI and Mr Arvind Mehta, Joint Secretary, MCI, Gov-
ernment of India during FPCCI delegation visit to India.

Group Photo taken at the conclusion of 58th Executive Committee 
Meeting held in HIH, Maldives.

SAARC CCI delegation group-photo taken on the occasion of call 
on to H.E. Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General of SAARC. (L-R) 
Mr. Satinder Singh Banga, General Assembley Member (India), 
SAARC CCI, Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President, SAARC CCI, 
H.E Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General, SAARC and Mr. Pradeep 
Kumar Sharestha, Vice President, SAARC CCI (Nepal).

Senior Federal Minister for Commerce, Makhdoom Amin Fahim 
and Indian Commerce Minister Shri Anand Sharma witnessing 
at the signing ceremony of three Trade Agreements on Customs 
Operation, Mutual Recognition Agreement and Agreement on 
Redressal of Trade Grievances between India and Pakistan in 
Islamabad.

Mr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, President SAARC CCI presenting 
SAARC CCI official crest to Hon’ble Ch. Muhammad Sarwar, Gov-
ernor Punjab, Pakistan. Hon’ble Federal Minister for Commerce, 
Khurram Dastagir, was also present at the occasion.
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H.E Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General, SAARC, presenting a 
certificate of appreciation to Mr. Annisul Huq, Immediate Former 
President SAARC CCI in presence of Mr. Shri Vikramjit Singh 
Sahney, President SAARC CCI, during 5th SAARC Business 
Leaders Conclave,on 16-17th Jan, 2014,  in New Delhi, India

H.E Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General, SAARC, present-
ing a certificate of appreciation to Mr. Padma Jyoti, Former Presi-
dent of SAARC CCI in presence of Mr. Annisul Huq, Immediate 
Past President, SAARC, Shri Vikramjit Singh Sahney, Presi-
dent, SAARC CCI & Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice Presi-
dent, SAARC CCI (Nepal), during 5th SAARC Business Leaders 
Conclave,on 16-17th Jan, 2014,  in New Delhi, India

Mr. Suhas Gopinath, Chairman & CEO, Global Inc, Ms. Sadichha 
Shrestha, Miss Nepal 2010, Ruby Dhalla, a Canadian Politician,  
Ms. Kamila Siddiqi, CEO Kaweyan Business,  Afghanistan, Mr. 
Saurabh Jyoti, Chairman, SYEF, Director, Jyoti Group, Nepal, Mr. 
Zulfikar Ali Bader, CEO, 5 Mangoz , Pakistan, during 5th SAARC 
Business Leaders Conclave,on 16-17th Jan, 

H.E Ahmed Saleem, Secretary General, SAARC, present-
ing a certificate of appreciation to Mr. Tariq Sayeed, Former & 
Founder President of SAARC CCI in presence of Mr. Annisul Huq, 
Immediate Past President, SAARC, Shri Vikramjit Singh Sahney, 
President, SAARC CCI, during 5th SAARC Business Leaders 
Conclave,on 16-17th Jan, 2014,  in New Delhi, India

(L-R) Mr. Syed Yawar Ali, Chairman, Nestle Pakistan and former 
CEO, Lahore Electricity Supply Corporation, Mr Sunil Munjal, 
Chairman, Hero Corporate Services, India, Mr. Vikramjit Singh 
Sahney, President, Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Vice President 
(Nepal), Mr. Mahendra Parmar, Vice President (India), Mr. Anni-
sul Huq, Immediate Former President, Mr. Asif Ismail, Upcoming 
President of SAARC CCI, during 5th SAARC Business Leaders 
Conclave,on 16-17th Jan, 2014,  in New Delhi, India

(L-R) Mr. Vikramjit Sing Sahney, President, SAARC CCI, Hon’ble 
Governer of Punjab, Ch. Muhammad Sarwar, Hon’ble Federal 
Minister for Commerce Engineer Khurram Dastagir, Mr. Tariq Say-
eed, Founder and Former President of SAARC CCI during 3rd 
SAARC CCI Young Entrepreneur’s Summit on 14-15th February, 
2014, Lahore, Pakistan. 
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Mr. Vikramjit S. Sahney, President, SAARC CCI presenting 
SAARC CCI official crest to Hon’ble Khurram Dastagir, Federal 
Minister for Commerce, Govt of Pakistan in presence of (L-R) 
Mr. Iftikhar Ali Malik, Vice President, SAARC CCI(Pakistan) and 
Mr. Saurav Jyoti, Chairman SYEF, during 3rd SAARC CCI Young 
Entrepreneur’s Summit on 14-15th February, 2014, Lahore,              
Pakistan. 

Group photo taken on the occasion of SCWEC delegates calls 
on to Rana Muhammad Iqbal Khan, Acting Governor of Punjab 
and Speaker Punjab Assembly, Govt of Pakistan. Mr. Iftikhar A. 
Malik, Vice President, SAARC CCI (Pak) was also present at the 
occasion of “South Asian Women Summit, on 20th March, 2014, 
in Lahore, Karachi. 
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