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Session at Annual WT0 Public Forum
Stocktaking of WT0 Negotiations:
Goneerns of Developing Countries

WT0 Headquarters, Geneva
‘ Seplener 26, 2005
Main Objectives

i South Asian integration into the global
1 economy

Ensuring private sector commitment to
WTO negotiations

Seeking assistance from multilateral
trade organizations in Geneva
T'IESMRC Chamberof Commerce and Industry (SCCI), an apex business organizationof

SAARC, organized a session entiled, “Stocklaking of WTO Negatiations: Concerns of Networking with South Asian
Developing Countries” at the Annual WTO Public Forum 2006 on September 25, 2006 at the Ambassadors in Geneva

WTO headquanels in Geneva The main purpose of this session was to highlight and raise

issuesofdi p SouthAsia, at Enhanced representation of South Asia

in the international scenario
The Annual WTO Public Forum 2006 was held from September 25-27, 2006 at the WTO
headquarters in Geneva. The objective of the Forum was to stimulate discussions among
stakeholders and participants about significant WTO issues. The theme for the Forum, "What WTO for the XXIs! Century?" focused on WTO and its
significance in the 21" century.

The objective of SCCI's session was lo address the concerns of both developing and least i ntries (LDCs) with special interest of the
private sector regarding the WTO negoliations. Recently in July 2006, the Doha talks have been postponed for an indefinite time over which the
South Asian business carrmumt; [ dlsappnmted ‘rl-e speakers discussad issues that are essential to successfully conclude the Doha Round of
iries.

Dr. Manzoor Ahmad, Pakistan Ambassador & Permanenl Repmsmlalwe of the Permanent Mission of Pakistan to the WTO in Geneva moderated
the session, set the tone and introduced the speakers. He emphasized three key issues responsible for the lack of progress. First of all, the overall
cut in domestic support by US was perceived to be neglighble by other countries. Secondly, the market access offered by Europeans was also
perceived not to be enough. Thirdly, developing countries were looking

Session Objectives: '
+ Importance of WTO and its role in global developmentin the 21" century

+ Discuss the issueswhich led to the suspensicn of the Doha talks !
+ Raise concems of developing countries ataninternational forum 1
+ Highlight the interest of the developing countries and LDCs so their interests are
not suppressed in the multilateral trading system H
How to mave forward with WTO negotiations 1

’D( excaptmns lur speua\ product and some of the major countries were looking for

markets in advanced developing countries, which caused a clash in interests. {trom left to right) Br. Manzoor Abmad, Pakistan Ambassadar & Permanent
‘Ropresantative, Permaneni Mission of Pakistan (0 the WTO, Gansva and Disho

Martin Khor, Director, Third World Network, Malaysia, spoke about"What WTO for the 80 eemr e o . 008

21st Century”. He expressed that the main aim of WTO i to create a muitilateral irading

system that is predictable, fair and that is operating in a transparent, parlicipalory

manner. He stressed that full participation of developing countries is needed as well as



{from ettt right: Martin Kvor, Divectos, Third Workd Network, Malsysi, Rashid 3. Kaukaty
Hoad, Strategic Policy, Planniog and Coordinaton, South Centre, Geaova, Dr. Manzoor
Ahmad, Pakistan Ambassador, Permansnt Missice of Pakistan & the WTO, Geneva, Dosho
Ugen Tsachup Do, President SCCland Pradsen S. Mebta, Secretary General, CUTS

' the need for just principles, rules and agreements. The current Doha
round is called the ‘development round’ and its overall aim Is global
development. The outcome of the round was to re-balance the
negotiations in such a way that they would not be biased against the
developing countries. And because that re-balance could not be
attained, the talks were suspended. Mr. Khor urged that the way forward
for the negotiations is that the two major development issues -
implementation and special and differential trealment (S&DT) be
revived and putin the forefront of the negotiations. He also stressed that
itis upto the developing countries to reorganize themselves, establisha
common ground and assertively put these issues forward for their own
interestand benefit.

Rashid S. Kaukab, Head of Strategic Pol\r:y Planning and Coordination

atthe South Centre in dress on the intsrest and

ocncemsoltheleastdeuebapmgwumnes(LDGs).He pointed outthree

pillars that are essential for development, particularly for LCDs:

enhanced market access, balanced mules and effective capeacity

DU\Idlng He explained that the way fnrwam for the LDCs should be to
pil ly and consistently.

Pradeep S. Mehta, Secrelary General, CUTS International based in
India i uthow i intries, particularly South
Asia can move forward with the WTO negotiations and come o an
agreement on better equity in the multiateral trading system. He
expressed that until polifical problems in South Asia are not solved, the
region cannot move forward in development. Hence, there is a strong
need for the countries in the region 1o form a common position on the
basis of understanding and respect for the others' interests. Only with
such a strong, united front would the region be able to succeed in the
negotiations.

Dasho Ugen Tsechup Donji, President SCCI focused his address on the
concerns of private sector and expressed the kesnness of the South
Asian business community fo have the WTO negotiations back on track
He pmmed :ul that the delay in negotiations should be locked at with

Recommendations

The recommendations gatherad from the session were:

+  There should not only be a free trade regime but it should also
ensure afair trade policy. This will not only resultin creation but will
also act as a catalyst guaranteeing more equitable growth and
development
There must be major restructuring of existing allo
the policies and conditions for an improved infrastructure for frade.
It is a well-known fact that most the developed countries nad
industriglized behind high tariff Thus the de:
counfries must be given enough policy space to use tariffs
selectively forindustrial promotion.

There Is a need to broaden our economic and political command
andloevolve a development strategy that reaches to the bulk of the
population.

Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT) is pivotal and cannot be
ignored as it promoates economic development of developing
countries, including LDCs.

Keeping in view the present geo-political environment, the
Governments of developing countries need to develop a
mechanism in collaboration with developed countries fo facilitate
Mode 4 so as fo ensure that professionals from developing
countries will retum to their respective countries witin the
determined timeframe.

export interest to developing countries and the LDCs and incre:
theirtrade related technical assistance.
Establish a common South Asian positon on a number of

ignificant issues affecting !

om0 e Rasi . Kaukat, Hoac. Stratgic Polcx lamning ond
Coardination, Seuth Cantre, Geneva and Martin Khor
jotwort, Maiaysie.
The session succeeded in attracting a number of prominent pariicipants ant
shmulaled interesting discussions aﬂe; the speakers presented their views
Thi were able the issues which were baing face
Dymedé\‘e loping countries numvg heWTa negotiations in Doha and beyond
The WTO is an extremely important and powerful means to promote ¢
multilateral trading system and consequently economic growth and globa

P of the Doha tall 1 opportunity to
reflect upon me need for a re-imagined global ecenomy that would
actually contribute to real dﬂvenpnenl and poverty eradication for
future generations. Mr. Dorji also mentioned that devaloping countrias
arenow empowered and have the knowledge to play a significant partin
the negoliations so that their interests are not suppressed. He
emphasized that the way forward was to reconcile the conflicting
interests of the developed and developing countries and work out a fair
compromise to promote global development.

trading system blem and
living example of global economic i d fa
all countries. It is needed by the developing countries as the best possibl
shelter against arbitrariness and as a quarantor of faimess and equity in thei
trads relations. And it is needed by them because trade is an increasingk
important determinant of their economic growth and development to escap
from the vicious cirdle of paverty in which they are trapped. But, developes
oountries also need the multilateral trading system to involve the developin
counties in trade liberalization, so that their economies can Lmdc and inves
freecom, certainty,




Delegation's Gall on Pascal Lamy,
Director General WTD

Seplember 25, 2006

The President of the SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI),
Dasha Ugen Tsechup Darji led a delegation to Geneva from September 25-
27, 2006. The. i fifteen laading busi from South
Asia. The delegation took partin the Annual WTO Public Forum and had
meetings with several intemational trade crganizations including the
International Trade Centre (ITC) and World [ntellectual Property Organization
(WIPQ) in Geneva.

On September 25, the Delegation had a call on with Mr. Pascal Lamy, the
Director General of the World Tlade Drgamzalmn (WTO) Iu raise concems of

South Asia on WTO 1 the
of the South Asi iness community due to the
suspension of the Doha talks and expressed the view that the talks should B ot Do L e Pesad e 09
be resumed and completed by the end of this year. The meeling, which WTO while delegates fook on during the SCCI Delegation’s call-on Me. Lumy at the WTO
I.sned one hour. highlighted s\gnﬁcanl issues. mcrudmg the nead o reduce aadquartars in Genava, Septomber 25, 2006
h ity of Special

and Difierential Treatment (S&DT) for developing counlnes and the need for
making the *Aid for Trade' initiative operational as recommended by the
WTO Task Force

Mr. Pascal Lamy appreciated the participation of the SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) in the WTO Public Forum
Furthermore, he felt that the call on was an effective way to communicate the views of the private sector to the WTO. He pointed out that
despite the fact that the negotiations are directly handled by the sovereign national governments, it is imperative for the WTO to be cognizant
of the views of the private sector. He encouraged similar initiatives to be carried oul and agreed lo fully support such regular interactions and
visits of the private sector to the WTO for sharing views and communicating concems to WTO officials. The call on with Mr. Lamy tumed oul lo
be a significant and successful effort by SCCI as the WTO officials are now vigilant about the mindset of the private sector in South Asia,

The partcipants of the SCCI Delegason afer he call on M. Pascal Lamy in Geneva.
irom ot 0 righs):
P Ghate, Deputy Diractor, WIC (ncial, Wagar Abmad, Diroctor, SAARC Chamber of Commarce and industy, Viay G. Kolanii, President of All indis Association of
Indystins (Ingia), Mohammeet Yurus Shalkh, Chairman, AMNazear Nipoon Chemicals (Pakistan, Tarq Sayeec. former Presideat, FPCCI [Pakistan), Chaudbary
Mohamad Saoc Prcidan, FPCC(Puitm). sl Ly 0G WTO, Dasho g Tuachus 0l Prudan SCCI B o Sutan i Chia, Wiy

oup | Chief Executive, Ejaz Rathore, Rathors & Co. (Pabistar), Hulas Chand Golchi,
Vics e SCC1& o, Golens Basar Sattar, AJURS,




Visit of Delegation Visit of Delegation
to World Intellectual (o International

Property Organization (WIPO) Trade Centre (ITC)
September 27, 8006 September 26, 2006

Intemational Trade Centre
GRETABIWIA

The delegation visited the World Intellectual Property The delegation also visited the
Organization (WIPQ) on September 27, 2006 at the International Trade Centre (ITC) on
WIPO headquarters. Mr. Geoffrey Yu, the Deputy September 26, 2006 at the ITC
Director General welcomed the delegation. An Secretariat. The delegates were given a
introduction to WIPO was presented as well as briefings briefing of ITC and ils functions.
on the use of IP for business success of the small and Moreover, senior officials at ITC informed
medium sized enterprises, IP valuation and asset the delegation about importance of
management, and the role of WIPQ in strengthening business advocacy and the role of rade
sub-regional cooperation in the field of intellectual promotional organizations in global trade.
property rights. The visit concluded with a tour of the The visit was an effective step for SCCI
WIPO headquarters. The visit was an important building to liaise with ITC for joint activities in the
block to conduct future activities with the assistance of future
WIPO to promote awareness of IP rights in the region.

LTI Reception
Seplembo A AL}
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